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Archaeological reconnaissance on Samshvilde Cape and the adjacent
area in 2015

Historical context

Samshvilde archaeological expedition
of the University of Georgia was conduct-
ing field works in three main directions in
2015: the first — reconnaissance of specific
sections of the former settlement by geoar-
cheolocational methods and identification
of archaeologically prospective sections
on the basis of the obtained information
[Odilavadze D., Berikashvili D. 2015], the
second — conducting archaeological expe-
ditions in the citadel of the former settle-
ment for the purpose of identification of
stratigraphy [Berikashvili, Bukhsianidze,
Gabunia...2015] and the third - reconnais-
sance of the cape, the adjacent valleys and
areas.

The cape which is referred to as
Samshvilde Cape is located between Kt-
sia-Khrami and Chivchava rivers (pic. 1).
It represents a rocky massive created from
150-200 m high basaltic layers where the
trace of human activity was observed from
the ancient times. This fact was also con-
firmed by surveys conducted in various pe-
riods [Chilashvili 1970. 118; Mirtkhulava
1975. 10; Bakhtadze 2007. 25].

The Georgian historical tradition as-
sociated the ancient history of Samshvilde
with the eponym of Georgians, Kartlos: “...
Kartlos built the Fortress of Orbi which is
called Samshvilde now. And afterwards he
built the “Mtveri” fortress which is called
Khunani now ...” [The Georgian Chroni-
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cles of Kartli 1955. 8]. According to the
source, after the death of Kartlos, the
Orbi Fortress — Samshvilde fell to the
share of his son Gachios who governed the
area “from Skvireti river to the entrance of
Abotsi ...” [The Georgian Chronicles 1955.
9] and who “....built the town of Gachiani
which was called the hunting town by that
time ...” [the same source. 10]. The fact
that Samshvilde Cape was actually used by
humans in the Pre-Hellenistic and Helle-
nistic Era is proved by the archaeological
reconnaissance works carried out in 1948-
49 (Chubinashvili N. 1969. 15; 22-24] and
1968 [Chilashvili 1970. 118-119] as well. In
addition, discovery of burial of pitchers of
the Hellenistic period (pic. 2) on the ridge
of the cape by 2014 Samshvilde Archae-
ological Expedition of the University of
Georgia should be considered as a signifi-
cant signal too [Berikashvili, Gagoshidze,
Gabunia, Tsiramua. 2014].

However, by the recent historic-geo-
graphic, paleographic, epigraphic and lin-
guistic surveys it is established that Samsh-
vilde must have been formed as a significant
political-economic center only during the
period of Sassanids when “... the king of
Kartli, Bakur son of Mirian (about 330/335-
355) exchanged the country with Peroz for
better protection of Kvemo Kartli (Tashir,
Ashotsi) from the ally of Rome, Armenia,
took Ran-Heret-Movakan, Albania
and transferred the Duchy of Samshvilde
— Tashir and Ashotsi to direct ownership
of Peroz. Thus, the Sassanid King Peroz

i.e.



became a “Duke of Samshvilde” accord-
ing to the terminology of the “The Geor-
gian Chronicles” where duke is a Georgian
translation of “Pitiakhsh” [Sanadze M.
2016. 256].

Samshvilde actually became a sig-
nificant center in the 5th century when
the King Archil (grandfather of Vakhtang
Gorgasali) transferred it to his son Mirdat
(King Mirdat VIII) “.... Samshvilde to his
son with his duchy and Mirdat and Sag-
dukht had a seat there ...” [The Georgian
Chronicles 1955. 142]. It is also seen from
the source that after the Queen Sagdukht
was converted to Christianity, she built
Sioni Church of Dormition of the Moth-
er of God . After the epoch of Vakhtang
Gorgasali (“Adarnese, the Duke of Samsh-
vilde”) the written sources actually do not
mention Samshvilde. The Pitiakhsh-Duke
“who governed Trialeti, Tashir and Abotsi”
.. “ appears again only in the source dated
by the second half of the 8th century [The
Georgian Chronicles 1955. 241] [“Samsh-
vilde Country” D. B.]. From the context
we may assume that in the period after
Vakhtang Gorgasali until the above peri-
od Samshvilde was under “governance” of
Pitiakhsh again. This is confirmed by an
inscription (777/778) on Samshvilde Sioni
(756-777) where “Pitiakhshs by relatives”,
“Varaz-Bakur” and “lovane” are mentioned
[Muskhelishvili 1943. 97].

The situation changed in the region
together with appearance of Arabs in
Transcaucasia. After formation of the Emir-
ate of Tbilisi (mid-8th century), significant
part of Kvemo Kartli fell under jurisdiction
of the Arab Emir. However, reference to
the Byzantine Emperors — Constantine V
Kopronymos and Leo IV the Khazar in the
inscription of Samshvilde Sioni suggests
that influence of the Emirate of Tbilisi on
Samshvilde must have been fictitious or
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minimal. During the campaign of Bugha
the Turk in Thilisi in 853 which aimed to
punish Emir Sahak, the Emir found a shel-
ter in Samshvilde Fortress - “... he (Sahak,
D.B.) left through the door which led to
“ (Tsagareishvili,
1976, 269] but in vain. In connection with
the above issue, professor K. Kutateladze

Samshvilde Fortress ...

mentioned that “... If Samsvilde, this most
significant center of Kvemo Kartli had not
been under the jurisdiction of Emir by that
time (853), how could the defeated Sahak
go for shelter in this direction” [Kutate-
ladze 2001. 68].

From the mid-9th century Samsvilde
and the entire Kvemo Kartli in general fell
under the influence of the Shiraki Bagra-
tuni royal dynasty who managed to annex
it from the second half of the same centu-
ry [Kutateladze 2001. 83]. A bit later when
the first representative of the lateral branch
of Bagratuni Dynasty — Kiurikian Dynasty
— Gurgen son of Ashot (Korike — Kiurike
I, 979-989) was appointed as the ruler of
Tashir, the basis was laid for formation of
the Kingdom of Tashir-Dzoraget which
was a vassal to the Armenian Kingdom of
Shirak [Uwptynuyu 1982. 71]. The King-
dom of Tashir-Dzoraget existed on the
territory of historic Kvemo Kartili-Goga-
rene until 1118 when David IV the Builder
seized Lore and abolished the Kingdom of
Tashir-Dzoraget.

After Gurgen-Kiurike his elder son
David (“Anhoghin”, 989-1046) became the
king of the kingdom who appeared to be a
really powerful ruler unlike his father. Ac-
cording to the Armenian sources, David,
son of Gurgen strengthened his influence
on “Vrats Dasht” (Valley of Georgians)
by battles and owned a large and strong
fortress — “Shamshulde” (Samshvilde)
[Unbthwtinuh Swipnubtging...1885. 256].
Movement of the Kingdom of Tashir-Dz-
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oraget from Tashir to Samshvilde is asso-
ciated with the name of David Anhoghin
and because of that he is referred to as “of
Samshvilde-Dzoraget” according to the
“Annals of Kartli”. The King of Ani, Gagik
I conducted a punitive campaign in Sam-
shvilde in 1001 which aimed to weaken
the power of his unruly nephew, David
Anhoghin. “.... astonished (Gagik — D.B.)
attacked Samshvilde and the Valley of
Georgians ... destructed and ruined every-
thing. He spent three months here ... (Da-
vid - D.B.) could not resist the large army
of Gagik ....” [Uwnkthwulnuh ...1885. 279-
280]. As it is seen from the source, despite
the fact that Gagik I strictly punished Da-
vid he still preserved his royal title because
Anhoghin was the king of Tashir-Dzoraget
after the death of Gagik too (1020).

During the reign of the successor of
David Kiurikian, his son, Kiurike II (1048-
1089) the Kingdom of Tashir-Dzoraget
gained independence when the Armenian
Kingdom of Ani ceased to exist in 1045 as
a result of Byzantine expansion. However,
this independence did not last for a long
time, because the capital of the Kingdom
- Samshvilde was invaded by the Sultan
of the Seljuk Empire, Alp Arslan in 1064
first and the same year the Georgian King
Bagrat IV seized Kiurike II coming from
Armenia and forced him to move the cap-
ital from Samshvilde to Lori. Heirs of Ki-
urike II (Abbas and David) tried to restore
their power and return Samshvilde in the
following period, but in vain.

The son of Bagrat IV, Giorgi II failed
to maintain the achievements made by
Bagrat IV in Kvemo Kartli. For the purpose
of gaining goodwill he was forced to trans-
fer Samshvilde to the powerful Bagvash
family as a “present”: “... donated Samsh-
vide to Ivane ...” [“Annals of Kartli”, 1955.
316], who promised loyalty to the Sultan
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of Seljuks, Malik Shah through his son, Li-
parit, in the battle against Giorgi II at the
first opportunity. However, Liparit soon
escaped from the Sultan’ palace (where
he seems to have been kept as a captive)
which was followed by a violent, punitive
invasion of Seljuks in Kvemo Kartli: “...
(Malik Shah, D.B.) was dislocated on Sam-
shvilde plain ..” [The Life of the King Da-
vid. 1955. 318], “...reached Samshvilde and
captured Ivane, his wife and grandchildren
and spouses and children of all the noble-
men” [Annals ... 1955. 317]. Even though
Giorgi II tried to change the situation in
Kvemo Kartli in favour of interests of the
Kingdom by struggling against the Seljuks
and gained certain success at Partskhisi
(1073), he failed to expel the enemy from
Samshvilde. Since that period, Samshvilde
was under the rule of Turk-Seljuks until
David the Builder ultimately liberated it.

In 1110 George of Chqondidi, his
nephew Tevdore and representatives of
Orbeli family, Ivane and Abulet managed
to seize Samshvilde by effective actions
(“stole skillfully”) upon instruction of Da-
vid IV and as a result, the fortress-city was
subordinated to the central power. This
victory was so effective that “ .... as they
(Seljuks D.B) learnt about seizure of Sam-
shvilde, they left most of Armenian for-
tresses and escaped at night ...” [The Life
of the King David. 1955. 331-332].

The feudal family of Orbeli were the
owners of Samshvilde in 1110-1177, how-
ever, the city was again subordinated to
the King after suppression of the Orbeli
revolt by Giorgi III in 1177. According to
the source, in the late 12th century, after
death of Giorgi IIT (1184) “... The nobles
took from Samshvilde the Queen Rusudan
...” [The Histories and Eulogies of Sover-
eigns. 1959. 24].

The 12th century was the Golden



Age in the history of Samshvilde when it
was subordinated to the central power of
Georgia and was governed by Amirspasal-
ar [commander-in-chief]. However, upon
appearance of Mongols (the 1230s) it be-
came one of the first target of the enemy
and certainly this negatively affected the
social and economic situation of the city.
Kvemo Kartli and its main fortress Sam-
shvilde were entirely raided as a result of
Timur the Lame’s invasions in 1400 and
1403. After a long-term siege Samshvilde
was seized by the Turkmen Shah Jahan on
the Easter day in 1440 and he punished the
local population severely [Thomas of Met-
soph. 1937. 24-26].

In the second half of the 15th cen-
tury, after the kingdom of Kartli was dis-
integrated into duchies, the sadrosho [ad-
ministrative unit] of Kvemo Kartli was
formed which was led by the Baratashvili
family [Klimiashvili. 1964. 122]. Samsh-
vilde was the center of the sadrosho until
division of the Baratashvili family [Kaka-
badze 1913. 38]. From the first half of the
16th century when representatives of the
Baratashvili family, Iotam and Orbeli were
divided, principalities of Kaplanishvili-Or-
belishvil where formed which covered the
entire Kvemo Kartli [Jamburia. 1955. 79].
It should be mentioned that the center of
“Sakaplanishvilo” (village Tandzia current-
ly) was located at the border of Ktsia-Kh-
rami and Dmanisi ravine. Monasteries of
Pitareti and Dmanisi, as well as fortresses
in Dmanisi, Kveshi and Khuluti also be-
longed to them [Jamburia. 1955. 82]. As it
seems, the Kaplanishvili family had a res-
idence in Samshvilde as well which is es-
tablished by the tomb epitaph discovered
during 2014 archaeological excavations of
the “Palace Complex” located on the for-
mer settlement. According to the art his-
torian, G. Gagoshidze, “Mr. Erasti” men-
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tioned in the inscription who buried his
prematurely deceased (3 years of age) son
Otar in the church of his palace must be
Erasti Kaplanishvili mentioned in the Book
of Purchases in 1725 [Gagoshidze 2014.
18]. This assumption may be confirmed by
the data on the territories transferred to
Erasti Kaplanishvili by the Ottoman Sultan
in 1723 which covered “... Khojornia and
Melikasheni with lands located between
Lore and Armenia..” (Bolnisi, Shulaveri)
[Abuladze. 1975. 226, 228].

In the mid-18th century Samshvilde
Fortress once again witnessed significant
constructions, renewals and battles. Af-
ter the king of Kartli, Teimuraz II visited
the palace of Nader Shah in Persia (1747),
Archil Bagrationi (Abdulla Beg) who was
converted to Islam occupied Samshvilde
Fortress: “Abdulla-Beg Batonishvili took
cannons and the weapon arsenal from Lore
Fortress, brought them to Samshvilde For-
tress ... Abdulla-Beg Batonishvili came to
Samshvilde Fortress and began to reinforce
the fortress ... “ [Orbeliani. 1981. 127]. As
it seems, Abdulla-Beg began to prepare for
the battle against Erekle II by reinforce-
ment of Samshvilde Fortress and mean-
while, the Baratashvil-Orbelishvil-Kaplan-
ishvili also vowed to support him: “... we do
not want other patron than you ...” (Orbe-
liani ... the same]. According to the source,
construction of Samshvilde abutments and
water reservoirs is also associated with Ab-
dulla: “... constructed two large abutments
of Samshvilde, made a large water reservoir
on both sides and made reserves of water

with everything ... “ (the same). The
war which lasted for two years (1747-1748)
and was the last in the history of Samsh-
vilde, ended by seizure of the fortress by
Erekle II and the total victory. After that
there were no battles in Samshvilde.

In the second half of the 18th century
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the ethnic picture wassignificantly changed
in Samshvilde and Kvemo Kartli in general.
From the end of the century these places
were occupied by newly entered Arme-
nian groups. which settled down in Kvemo
Kartli and Lore surroundings [Javakhishvili
1919. 31-32]. From the early 19th century
the Turkish-speaking population, Germans
(1818) and Greeks (1829) were settled in
this region with the assistance of the Rus-
sian government [Kaukhchishvili 1924].
Kvemo Kartli represent a region settled by
such mixed ethnic elements even today.

Results of the reconnaissance

Even this brief historical review con-
firms that Samshvilde and the cultural lay-
ers presented there contain large amount
of material remnants of various epochs and
cultures. Besides, it is evident that signif-
icant amount of materials was washed off
from the surface of the cape and thus were
brought to the natural terraces on the river
precipices and slopes (pic. 3). Therefore, in
parallel to carrying out the archaeological
excavations it is necessary to survey these
terraces as well as the caves developed
in the canyons of Khrami and Chivchava
rivers (pic. 4). It is noteworthy that in the
research published in 2007 N. Bakhtadze
confirms the existence of a crematory sep-
ulcher in one of the caves of the Khrami
river valley [Bakhtadze. 2007. 25]. With
regard to the above it is rather interesting
that Samshvilde archaeological expedition

of the University of Georgia discov-
ered a an upper third molar tooth of a hu-
man in one of the caves located in Khrami
valley (Lat. 41.50576 Long.44.4926) during
the 2015 reconnaissance works [Berikash-
vili, Bukhsianidze ...2015]. This fact inten-
sifies the interest in caves.

Before commencement of field works
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the expedition preliminarily defined the
routes which included: first — reconnais-
sance of the plateau located at 150-160
m above the river level on the left side of
Chivchava river, to the north of Samsh-
vilde Cape and the caves developed on its
precipices; second - reconnaissance of the
same type of terrace located on the right
side of Khrami river, to the south of Samsh-
vilde former settlement and third, recon-
naissance of the group of caves located on
the southern slope of Samshvilde Cape and
precision of their access pathways.

The results of the performed re-
connaissance works appeared significant
because apart from superficially found
archaeological material, the expedition ob-
served megalithic monuments and ruins of
cyclopean structure unknown until now.

Route 1
Village Samshvilde — I complex of
Chivchava caves
(pic. 5)

The pathway to the south-east of the
village Samshvilde crosses a plateau which
is located nearly at the height of the crown
of Samshvilde Cape. From geomorphologic
point of view, it is identical to the cape and
is built from basalt layers created as a result
of cooling the lava flows. The basalt rocks
appear on the ground surface here simi-
lar to the former settlement and in some
cases are found in the form of “hills” (pic.
6). Near one of such “hills” the expedition
confirmed a megalithic structure — menhir
(Lat. 41.50958 Long. 44.50213) which was
unknown until now and represents a ver-
tical stone with the height of 1.30 meters
(pic. 7). It should be mentioned that sim-
ilar megalithic monuments (two menbhirs,
tetralite, megaliths) on Samshvilde former
settlement are superficially observed even



today and existence of a similar monument
in their vicinity, opposite the cape is abso-
lutely natural.

To the north-east of menhir, a path-
way goes down Chivchava valley at 1.5 km
and reaches a large complex of caves which
we call the first complex of Chivchava
caves (Lat. 41.51067 Long. 44.50841) (pic.
8). The complex unites about 30 caves lo-
cated in four tiers which represent more or
less organized spaces designated for living
of humans in various periods. Majority of
caves are inaccessible today because path-
ways leading to them do not exist due to
rock erosion. Despite this, it was possible
to carry out superficial works in 5 of them
resulting in finding of more than 100 ce-
ramic fragments (pic. 9) most of which are
fragments of household utensils common
for the late medieval period. Glazed pieces
belonging to the developed medieval peri-
od are presented in much less amount. It
is noteworthy that such large amount of
unglazed pieces compared to glazed ones
is explained by the fact that they belong
to the final period of human stay in these
caves which seems to have been continued
until the late medieval period.

Entrances of some caves which are
inaccessible without special equipment are
artificially disguised and protected by mor-
tar wall (pic. 10). It is important to carry
out reconnaissance of this type of caves in
the future and make exploration trench-
es in them for the purpose of discovery
of stratigraphy and older material which
must be present here, in our opinion. It is
also necessary to carry out reconnaissance
of the second and the third complexes of
Chivchava caves (pic. 11) following which
an archaeological-geological map of this
micro-district will be prepared which will
form a basis of starting its planned surveys.
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Route II
Reconnaissance on “Tapanebze” area
(pic. 12)

In parallel to Chivchava canyon re-
connaissance works were carried out to
the south of Samshvilde former settlement,
on the right side of Khrami river, on the
plateau located at 150 m above the river
which is called “Tapanebi” by the local
population. Several “tapa”-"tepe” — hills
can be seen on this place today which may
be of anthropogenic origin.

The
performed by us started from the village
Samshvilde and was directed to the north-
east, to the village Dagheti. A former set-
tlement and a burial ground of the early
stage of Kura-Araxes culture were acciden-
tally discovered during cultivation of agri-
cultural tillable lands in 1968 in this area
[Mirtskhulava. 1975. 11]. With respect to
the above it is rather interesting that we

second reconnaissance route

found a structure similar to Samshvilde te-
tralite at about 1 km to the south-east of
village Dagheti. This structure represents
a megalith built from four basalt stones
placed on each other (Lat. 41.51797 Long.
44.53907) (pic. 13). The equilibrium of “Da-
gheti Tetralite” is upset today and it is laid
to the side, however its resemblance with
Samshvilde tetralite (pic. 14) is evident.
This and other megalithic objects of this
type located in Samshvilde in general are
assumed to represent monuments erected
in the Bronze era.

One more menhir (pic. 15) (H-1.75
m) and strong ruins of a large cyclopean
structure are located at a distance of 35 me-
ters to the south-east of “Dagheti Tetralite”
(Lat. 41.51799 Long. 44.53911), (pic. 16).
However, only by superficial inspection
it is difficult to say ruins of what kind of
structure these are, but existence of “te-



090202805 “ b5 09390702 96039605 9H0Ob bsdgr 60992 ge9965¢70

tralite”, menhir and cyclopean structure in
the vicinity of each other is undoubtedly
significant and suggests that future surveys
are necessary.

From “Dagheti Tetralite” the road
goes down to the canyon at the conflux of
Ktsia-Khrami and Chivchava rivers. The
top of Samshvilde Cape is located at the
conflux and its height reaches about 180
m from the river level (pic. 17). There are
mainly private tillable lands on the above
territory and no archaeological material
was discovered as a result of their recon-
naissance.
were collected on the right bank of Khrami
river, near Ipnobi church which represents
a monument of the 10-11th century (Lat.
4150274 Long. 44.53868), (pic. 18-19).
As a result of superficial inspection it was
established that both the interior and the
perimeter of the church need to be entire-
ly cleared. The thickness of layer of ruins
and the ground cover reaches 1-1.20 m
here and it is possible to commence res-
toration-rehabilitation works of the above
monument only after carrying out archae-
ological works.

The road from south-east of Ipnobi
church leads to “Tapanebze” place (Bolnisi
Municipality) where the village Disveli is
located. Disveli is populated with eco-mi-
grants from village Tsablana (Khulo Mu-
nicipality) affected by a landslide in 1989.
Several monuments of the medieval period
are located on the territory of the village:
11-13th century church (pic. 20) and tower
(pic. 21) which date back to 14-18th cen-
turies .
the tower was not our goal and therefore,
from here we moved to the place “Naso-
plari” located to the south of Samshvil-
de former settlement, along the crown of
the cape (Lat. 41.50155 Long. 44.49701)
(pic.22). “Nasoplari” represents a natural

However, ceramic materials

Study of the above churches and
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plateau where remnants of structures built
on stone are superficially seen. In some cas-
es the layout of these structures are clear-
ly visible (pic. 23), sometimes it is covered
with thick layer of ruins. No information is
preserved in the memory of the local pop-
ulation which would give us some idea of
the type and period of the ruins. This place
overlooks the southern section of Samsh-
vilde former settlement and the caves lo-
cated there (pic. 24).

Route III
Reconnaissance on the southern preci-
pice of Samshvilde Cave
(pic. 25)

The path coming down from the dis-
trict of traders and craftsmen goes along
the caves located on the upper terrace, to
the left of the river in Khrami valley (pic.
26). Significant superficial archaeological
material was collected as a result of their
reconnaissance. This material is analogous
to the material found in caves of Chivchava
I complex, however, there are more frag

ments of glazed pottery here. A
salt-cellar painted with white engobe and
glazed in green common for 11-12th cen-
turies as well as fragments of multi-color
glazed pottery and a fragment of vessel for
drinking with thin walls decorated with
slanted flutes burnt out in bright color
common for the 11th century should be
mentioned separately, from Ne 1 cave (Lat.
41.50659 Long. 44.49727) (pic. 27). Also,
fragments of glazed and unglazed pottery
and large amount of obsidian items and
pieces from Ne 5 cave (Lat. 41.50608 Long.
44.50395) (pic. 28-29). But the most im-
portant asset is discovery of a human tooth
in Ne 3 cave (Lat. 41.5064 Long. 44.50253)
together with interesting archaeological
material (pic. 30.4).



Considering the fact that 150 units of
archaeological artifacts (ceramics, obsidian,
stone, bone) were superficially collected in
the above caves, we can assume that the
layers preserved here contain rather sig-
nificant material whose identification and
study is necessary for getting a full insight
into the nature of this unique monument.
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New qualifyng work on Trialeti
Culture
Chabashvili Levan,
Assistant Proffesor,
Sokhumi State University

The doctoral thesis discusses several
issues of Trialeti Culture. The issues are
systematization and analysis of the data
available about the Trialeti Culture. This
implies a catalogue of the archeological
sites and findings. Sites about which the
data are collected count 460. The catalogue
of the archeological findings includes in-
formation about 2000 artifacts.

Regional characteristics are examined
on this basis. The part, referring to the abso-
lute and relative chronology, is important.
New C14 analysis was performed. External
relations of the Trialeti Culture are also sig-
nificant. Results of previous researches on
this issue were collected, new arguments
were found and examined to either support
or reject already existing views.
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The burial of the Late Classical Period in Turdo Gorge

Laghiashvili Grorgi,

The Department of Archaelogy, Anthropology and Art,

The article presents a discussion of
the chance finds of grave goods revealed
in 2010 near Telavicity (Georgia, Kakheti
region) in the Turdo River gorge.Ceramics,
bronze adornment and the types of metal
weapons and tools included in the grave
goods are widely known from the burial
complexes of eastern Georgia dated by the
Ist-2nd millennia AD and belong to one
and the sameethnocultural affiliation.

In this article there is suggested a sup-
position that the mentioned material cul-
ture in the given period covered the entire
territory of Georgia. This culture can be
called “Eastern Georgian” material culture
as it was presented in the very geographi-
cal range which was considered as an area
of habitation of the Kartvelians (Caucasian
Iberians) and the territory of the Kingdom
of Kartli(Iberia)by the written sources of
the Classical period (Strabo, Pliny,Claudius
Ptolemy). The archaeological fact that the-
mentioned culture (eastern Georgian)was
densely distributed in all districts of the
Kingdom of Iberia (even in its easternmost
province Hereti)indicates the ethno-politi-
cal unity of the kingdom.

Also here is rejected some of the au-
thor’s opinionstating that the northwest
border ofCaucasian Albaniareached the
Turdo gorge and the Albanian city “Tel-
ada” named in Claudius Ptolemy’s “Geo-
graphical Guidance” was Telavi city.Ac-
cording to the conclusion madebased on
theanalysis of the written sources, the Al-
baniancity“Telada”was notlocated at the
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present-day Telavi city but on the western
coast of the Caspian Sea. Therefore, the
identification of modern Telavi and Clau-
dius Ptolemy’s“Telada”with each other is
groundless and it was caused only by the
outward resemblance of these two top-

onyms.
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2). 9b 9OGIBIHO o30L0 FMEOIom
do056 3938 bmg. Mm™3do IM3M39dYE
Lodox Mm@l Mmdgwoi X- XI bomzmbgg-
000 MIMOPEYOS [ME5dgMH0dY, . 1977.
145-151]; [xs3sbodgoeo, J. 2014. 236].
dsboMo  Lodox MmO  MIoAbLBoWOY,
Lod3Mmbs 2963033900560; g™ Goabo-
b dMEHYgo, DmMao  FobbogmMo.
393006090 dmemgddg 06000 boF-
©930 bsHgdo goliggl. gmml bogsby
dos306bg - 0,3 0. d - 5.1 0.

30600 bs3sxMB9do

L5FoMMZ560L  Jobols Loy OO0
fo®dmoagboos MmamMi  dogero,
505690900 603MTgdom, 1939 BMo-

3996%)900L  Lobom. 3wdE03  439es
Lodox M0 Moo GmMIoLss s M3~
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@d93Owo.  FYEMIOOL  (39sddob)
SQBOWDY 330OJR  VOAOYILIOLO
@5  fJodmosbo.  domo  dbsB3zMo
LGHOWO s PsTIHOEIOOL 39dbo3s QobLbL-
39390000

doM0MOIQE odMOYMRs MO0 BHOo-
30l BodoxMo: 3060390 - bosbHY-
053060560, IMHR350y9603330000560 s
dgmeg - F3Momoymgboo, dMy3sem-
39603339m05b60.

Ne§  Lodo®mbdo  sMbgdmero  bymo
LSFoXMYOOID  LsTo  IMB0sbgdE0s
(@oo. II, byé. 1-2, 5), @S MOO -
056900 (God. II, byé. 3-4). Ly,
bmomo  Lsdox M0 mmbo  wYGHxo
1960 Jobobsbss sdBsYdMwo, 9M-
00 30 3530. gOH0 bToxMM0s H3M0s©
23Mgboo, IMy35056033390005600 ((Bod.
I, b6, 5). Bodox MO0l 0sTYBHEMO 6,2-
7,2 1563039@ 0L BsMAgddo dgeyqmdl.

Ne46 Lodo@bo d300 dobol Lo-
doxmomss  fomImygbowo,  sdg-
@6 9d3bo  BGRTIBGHIOOL Loboom. v3-
@O0z g3gws  BOopdghdgdo  dsogo
d0bobvy, LosHYI30M0BO s AMYPZSW-
39603339m0560  (Bod. III, Lbmed.  1-6).
9ODINM0 Y H0sbIdYo Loy MEO
96O IMHA35wY56033390005600 (d — 7,5 1),
9530 139M0L, IMIOMWO  HBYI30MHOm,
89000)0900b 5O 53BOIEO (G
III, b6, 7).

©MnF30L  05bowozol  Bsds-
MM356%g  sdmbBgbowo  Lyd3ools
X3MBL 93793608 wommbol ¥93Fqdo.
b sdmBgbowos mMo oo 3963-
beol, mMo dMobxsml s mMog L3o-
96dol 89390. 2o6Mgabmwo Bodbgdol
dobg300 250Mm0ymxys MO0 JOMOMSEO
G030:  mMbs3gbBH0MdMWO @S M-
65996¢¢)™, LoEsbYI30M0560 d9FgdO.
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3066beol Bydegbo

1. 893900  3963EbEol, grogly®o
RMEOIOL. BoM3ZL  odgm-0doo o3l mGo
3mO0BMbEHWo 939000 (Fomdmoy-
9Bl X300l 030GEE05L). B9FolL  MRM-
o dMEYIa6033390005605.  RoM53BY
50m339moos  HMddo,  MO™Igedos
305306900L oo 29mdgEMH0Mo M-
6599605 oBGsbowo (Bod. IV, bme. 1).
R9M530L Logebg — 1 1T; WgOHML Logsbg — 0,3
13; d — 1.8 13. (N°14 LoFoMbOsH).

2. 59390 39HEbEOL, gEroBLIMO
RMOIOL.  BoMw3L  sfgm-odom o3l 2
36OH0BMbEHSMOHo d39M0wo (x36M0L
09035305).  dMGHYJWysb03339005b60,
9309 (odmosbo Mymwom. 5scms3%Y
50M33900005 GHMIdO, HMIgerdog sdm-
390005 3oxgdolgdmo m®mbsdgb@o. Lo-
0009 MMHY O B30l 3390YdBY
50M339000005 06085 B535(0 bobgdo
(Ho0. IV, by®. 2). g56530L bogsby - 1,3
13; ©gO™L Logsbg - 0,5 bd; d — 1.9 3. (Ne30
L5oMb0H).

360bxsmL d9F9gd0

1. 3939000 0MH0bxsml. 30(H6O™
3Mdgero  MHMIBMWO  FoMO30!.  Bo-
053%g 9306y (Mgdo sdm3zz39mowo {jg-
OEGHoWwM3560  MmMbsdgb@om. {Homwo,
@bz 3O @EYgeo s fi3Mowo HIsoom.
dOAYIo ©> mEbsg  Jgbggewgdyero
dbmgd0m (BHod. IV, Lo, 4). gsMs30L
Loasbg — 0,5 b3d; PYO™L Logsbg — 0,2 J;
d - 0,7 153. (N°39 Lodseb0WH).

b3ogbdol d93F9gd0

1. 393900 UL3ogbdol. mmbzmo-
bgo GmOHIoL BMs300, dMGYgusbog-
330000560 R0, 53561530056 Bymen-
b9 396M0535¢, MmEbsg d9dbzomgdwe,
dbeg0bYy 59m3s[OMos 5@ bsbgdo
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(9. IV, bym. 3). BoMS30L Loysby — 0,7
10. gOML Logsby — 0,2 1. d — 1.7 LO.
(N30 L539Ob0sb).

2. 39390 b3oergbdol. mombzmm-
b90, 35100, LoIBYI30M060 Go-
05300, Mmbsg Igldqergdmwo dbGOHGdOm
(®90d. IV, byé. 5). o630l Logebg — 1 LJ;
©9emb Logsbg — 0,3 10; d — 1,9 1A. (N7
Lo3oMb0H).

3. 09390 L3ogbdol. mmbzmm-
b90, 35100, LoIBYI30M0B0 Go-
5300. bz Igldqergdmwo dbGOHIdOm
(9. IV, by®. 6). BoM30L Losbg — 1,2
13; ©gOHML Loyebg — 0,2 B; d — 2 3. (N7
Lo3oMb0H).

Dommoagboro d93wgdo bbgsslb-
35 3oMowgmgdol  dobgwzom  9g-
bodems  X-XIII  bow3mbggdom  @ome-
00Ol [MEsdgmodg, 6. 1967. 166];
[Fowosdgowo, . 1991. 142]; [6s800-
300, 6. 1970. 109].

30WL30©0 8303900

UodoMbgddo (NeNe 8; 21; 38; 43)
©580JLoMGOMWos  B3owghdols -
1530900. obobo LEgHo dmyzsbo-
@WMOoLYS, §BYg Bogmogzbom, 0o3%Y
gmbfoo (BHod. V, Liyed. 1-4). Lozoqdlb
dmMol  aodmomBgzs  Nel9  Lads@bdo
sedmBgbowo  39MiEberol  yMelbs3oo.
0300dMOHMME0s60, gmbfoom megzby.
L3OOl FGMEgdOL sEYObg do-
MRowo 543l mmb-mmbo 356
OO (F90. V, be. 5).

dbgoglbo Godol gmelisgoo ddo-
3900 IX-XIIT bo39969930m05  ©@omo-
00900 [o05830e0, . 2011. 188];
[Fosdzoo, ¢n. 1991. 58]; [Msdodzoo,
6. 1970. 95].
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L5369, Ne 46 LsdoMbdo, ob-
139693930l Bo@obgdmewo  gbHmo
FobFogs 50dmBbs (3od. VI, by®. 1-2).
FOOFIwo 30335 dNWL  Fo6Ox3965
dbsMgl 093056 gom. FobFowols 3930
by 390w 0560s. dmfomswm, 356yo©
39bgdoeo mobob. 993b AosdEroEo
3060, 300bMHo yguo, 833900605
3990myg35600 d03MbMLwMGOo 3m39gw0
0MOGYgwo doto. d3GEYgwysboz3zzgmo-
sbo gmeo dodgMfoos IMiEEols yzg-
Wby b609gH Bga0LGHODY s 306DY.
030 306MH0L  Bgs30MmoEsb 0.3 L3-om
530960¢0. 39O Fol Bgs3oMmo bod-
0590005 (BHod. VIII, bm®.-1,2). bmdgdo:
h - 8,6 13; 3o6olL d — 6 L3; dotol d -
45. 50b603bmw FMOFJol 3sMHowgeo
09906995 . Fosdzowol doghH  bg3-
9ol bogdoerodo®bg aombeowo dsmbols
0639m09mdo  50dmBgbogn  FobFowsliomsb,
Mmdgrog IX-X  bom3mbggdom  msMom-
©9%5.  LOFsMbOL  LEMSEHOYMR0YWO
9090sMgMds (bLbgs LsdoMbBYdSE d0doM-
99580) ©5 FMMFwol  IMIMOMYdS
0dg3s 0dolb  mddob  Losdwmowgdsls,
™I LO3MIMEME LodoMbo IX-X Lovwy-
3996990805 dmfiymdogo.

Logo®mzgarml  9Hm3bmero d9bg-
»dol 35egMmdOMEMmA00l 0bbGoEwEdo
Bo@o®mgdmands doffoo Logly F6Farol
300306 sIMPYdIMwo MmO bodvy-
dob 3oeobmyow®mo 33e930L G9gaq00:

Bodmdo Nel segdwmos  F@erols
3L39M0sB. dsldo  zgbstgos  BB3gMo
3G, 633mgbos dbmemp ™Mo Bzg-
mMagd®og0  3obol  (Vitis  vinifera) 0¢)-
30006 3sME39%o  ©@s  39bsboliomgzols
53obsllosmMYdgEo  LoMgzgmsms  8339-
0. gugbos  Bozatdoosds (Chenopodium
album), wowowm (Centaurea) 533560 (Ar-
temisia) o bgsModws (Poaceae). o6o-
35¢0bmmyom®o  bslosmols  bsdogol
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FmMHol FoMdMBL Looglo FoM(33¢ 36900l
R0GMwo@goo  (phytoliths) s  doomo
Lobodgogeo  (starch).  3oMoos  (otdm-
9600 saMgm39 Lywol Jumgoob
dm3F3M. OIM3E00s domo 21 dmF-
3™. 35330L  B9JuBHoEol dmIZM  o-
BOw9gdom bogwgdos. b3gdBH®do o-
dmBgbowos  saMgmzg bolb  dghdbol
39b65bdoMmgd o MxM9gdo.  bBs3-
®3b60s @Mobzgwols dddwols dogz-
O0b3m30mwo Bsdmog.

9d39bsgms  IB3M0L o033 900!
1 - 3mGbsbo (Alnus); 2-4 B3z9wwgddogz0
35%o (Vitis vinifera); 5,6- ¢gol 330960b
L3mMgdo (Polypodiaceae); 7-65356gdo0 505
(Chenopodium album); 8- bo®ds30 (Car-
duus)); 9-0mO0L do63s (Xanthium); 10-
530560 (Artemisi)].

60odm8do N2, 50bodbomero Lobyo
50900 F9MFeol dmo boflorosb,
L3 MMRRBMo Bodmo MgBdM FgBos.
dobo  3semobmwmyomGo  L3gdB®o
39G0WYd0m  IOEIM0s. FoOHBdMIL FHyob
33096900l (Polypodiaceae) UL3m®gdo.
5953, OMMM 3306039 603 Tdobs3M3b0s
(odm9gbodg 3obol  (Vitis  vinifera)
d336M0L FoMm335wo0. Badmgbos dMMybols
93396003. 3996MHYsbo 0BMHYds dobstol
30051 5MBYOME Foeol (3yggddo. o6
500bs, Ix0JLOMES, bm®dol (Triti-
cum), 39060 oM 33cm36900L (Poace-
ae), bo39MJomsds (Chenopodium album),
©mOob doM3oL (Xanthium), 53060l (Ar-
temisia), Bo®PogzsL (Carduus), Fobz®ol
(Urtica dioica), 96535¢0ds®m30l (Planta-
g0 m/m) s 356353FsFsL (Cichorioidea)
933600l 8oM(33w9d0.  BsIMMZEI0WO
93965609900 9BMU, HoL30GMS dOE 03900l
@5 65009L9d0L LEMY39EGO0 SM0b.

50535¢0bMMyome  3mbowogdl
dmOol  mdoboMgdl  bol  dgdJbol
&©5d9o0mM0 YR IO0 FoMO  BroM-
©9bmdy  do0sh 893605, 3965
Poddmopgbowo  Lmgm  yarmdglol
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©90d dbmwmo 5099905390
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(Sordaria) bL3m&Mgd03. 506N Lmzm,
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d3mbbywms 3bm3z9wgdol bossa By o
500333 34300 sl 65390l Lmm.

GO 050330wm3b6900L  BOGHM-
©@o03HJoo s Lgol Jumgool dm3-
309%0. 23b30gds dHgMgdool dmLmlgdo,
om0 30563900, 9309MIoLo s b3S
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51336900 go353900MO:

oobol 3O Fgedo bodmgzgbo 3wmen-
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LoG939ws 9396509 8B39M0 0dwg3s
0dol gdol MBgdsl, M FMMFgwo
©3060LmM30L  9dm0yqbgdms. 39bsbo,
Loog  9Mm03M0xzs  ©d  ©I0fes
gm@dgbo,  bmOdol  bomglgdmsb
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390939 IBL  3oobmwmyon®  b3gg-
G®do  Bs3mgbo  bmEdEOL  IBH3¢0L
oM (33900 o bm®dEOL  ysbolmgol
©535bsllosmMYdgo  LyMY39w9d0. o3
dggbgds  bolb  9g®Jbol  BHGodgo®
Mx 9oL, dglsderms dmbgzgMowoym
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LobMog0LYsb  (Logmdolash). gl bol
LobmMog0, 3030960L o330l JobBbom,
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4mBowoym, Moash L3gdd®mdo Lgwols
0m3F3m 893600.

50009650, 35¢0bmyom®ds 33350
LGOS, O™ 53 LsToOBIo  Bob-
396900 553056030l 630056

03060560 FMMFgwo Bomymegdosm o
565 Lobgwliogbgdg.  4edmMosbweo
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The basilic of Dolochopi

The basilic of Dolochopi is situated in
Georgia, in the nearhoods of the city Kva-
reli, on the right side of Duruji river.

The archaeological excavations have
proved, that the ruins and ground were
covering the remains of three nave basilic,
with the sizes: 37,5 m. length, 18 m. width.
The hall is divided into the three part with
five couple cross-shape pillars. The central
nave is ended with the semi-sircular apse,
the lateral naves are ended with the rectan-
gular pastophoriums.

According of the research of frag-
ments, which were used to built the church,
found on the floor of the basilic, has as-
sured us that the basilic was covered not
with the stone vault, but with the wooden
beam construction, with the tile roof, like
majorities of roman-greek eraly christian
basilics. Taking into consideration these
sircumstances and also the artefacts, found
in the excavtions, the basilic must be built
in 4-5th centuries.

The stratiragraphy of excavations has
shown us that the damage of the church
happened in 8-th centure. It is absolute-
ly possible that this date of ruining basilic
could be related with the invasion of the
arabian army, with the leadership of Mer-
ven Ibn Muhamed in the east Georgia.

later, the locals, settled in the near-
hood of the monument have made a cem-
etery in the interior of the remains of the
church. On the floor covered with the dis-
suaeded stones and sand, is created a giute
compact cemetery.
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Mamiashvili Vazha,

Simon Janashia State Museum,
Mediavel Archaeological Collection,
Assistant Curator

Georgian National Museum,

The tombs are made in the shape of
stoneboxes. On the four side it is surrond-
ed by the well-worked gravestones. Upside
part is covered with the 2-4 meters grave-
stones.

The tombs orientated on the east-west
axis, usually are collective. We have found
out different sex and age human’s sciletons
here. Their heads are directed in the west
side. Who are burried a littel bit later their
hands are laying on their chest or stomach.
The bones of earlier burried people are laid
aside, but sometimes, mostely their lower
parts are on the same place. Thus, this is
an example of early and middle centuries
family tombs, which were wide-spread in
Georgia, it is natural, that here are burried
an ordinar settlers of the village.

According to this excavated monu-
ment, it is obvious, that they haven’t cho-
sen for the burial teritorry of the church by
an accident. An information from the an-
cecstors and eivdent of architectural ruins
must have known for the local people. This
holly place made them to make here the
cemetery. For them it must be perception
as a salvtion of their souls. Those tombes
are dated 10-13th centuries, taking into
consideration the jewlleries and ceramical
fragmnts found here.

According to the upper chronological
level of making and using found artefacts
on the territory of the semetery, living into
the nearhood village of the basilic is fin-
ished in 13th century, in the time of inva-
sion of the Mongols.
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The methods of the Field-Archaeological recording

The Georgian Archaeological School
had long-term stagnation after the collapse
of USSR and civil war in 90s” of 20th cen-
tury. The standards and methods of an ar-
chaeological survey were not equal to the
western scientific development. Therefore,
the main challenge for Georgian Archae-
ology became not an economical problem
of the country and insufficient finances for
cultural heritage, but lack of the modern
methodology of archaeological investiga-
tion in the beginning of 21st century. We
cannot determinate one or two specific
western archaeological methods, which
should be used in Georgian Archaeology,
but would like to underline the importance
of the introduction modern western stan-
dards of the field archaeological records,
which is the basement for the archaeolog-
ical survey. There are several kinds of the
field record sheets used in USA and West
European countries, such as:

86

Murgulia Nikoloz,

The Head of Nokalakevi Georgian-Fnglish
Archaeological Expedition

Georgian National Museum

1. Layer/object, important finds, soil
samples, drawings and photo register sheets
and 2. Layer/fill/cut/masonry, skeleton and
structure record sheets. Such kind of doc-
umentation gives more accurate, standard-
ized, detailed information about finds. It
gives opportunity to store the documenta-
tion in better conditions and make it easy to
use them. As we know it looks impossible
to establish one general methodology for
Georgian Archaeology nowadays, but still
we believe that it is absolutely necessary
and possible to establish modern standards
of the field archaeological records, which
will become the foundation for the future
creation of new archaeological methodolo-
gy in Georgia.
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“Samshvilde” — the project of the University of Georgia

Preamble

Project “Samshvilde” was initiated at
the School of Humanitarian Sciences of the
University of Georgia in 2012. The aim of the
project was archaeological, historic and art
research of this unique former settlement.
Samshvilde archaeological expedition was
established under the University the same
year and was made of the faculty and the in-
vited specialists of the University.

Former settlement of Samshvilde has
the status of museum-reserve currently and
is under the patronage of the state. There-
fore, before starting active research works in
2013 a Memorandum of Understanding was
executed between the University of Georgia
and the National Agency for Cultural Heri-
tage Preservation which implies partnership
and coordinated work in scientific research-
es of the former settlement of Samshvilde
together with various directions. The Mem-
orandum was signed in the conference hall
of the University of Georgia, ceremoniously,
by the President of the University, Professor
M. Sanadze and the Director of the Agency at
that time, Mr. M. Bochoidze.

Cooperation stipulated by the Memo-
randum between the University of Georgia
and the National Agency for Cultural Heri-
tage Preservation continues successfully until
now.

General context

Former settlement of Samshvilde is
located in the historic Kvemo Kartli, at the

Prof’ David Berikashvili
Head of Samshvilde Archaeological Expedition
University of Georgra

distance of 2 km from village Samshvil-
de and represents a monument containing
many cultural layers (pic. 1). Chronological
range of the former settlement is wide and
covers the period from the pre-Christian
era through the late medieval period. De-
spite this fact, stationary archaeological ex-
cavations of Samshvilde which would make
clear its stratigraphy, define the chronology
more exactly and reveal the new archaeolog-
ical materials, have not been conducted yet.
Among the researches conducted in various
periods the works carried out by the acade-
mician L. Chilashvili in 1968-69 should be
mentioned when he conducted minor exca-
vation works on the citadel and Sioni section;
excavations carried out by the archaeologist
G. Mirtskhulava when the former settlement
of earlier stage of the Kura-Araxes Culture
and a burial mound near Samshvilde Cape,
to the north of Chivchava river were studied
in 1968-70. Also, reconnaissance works per-
formed by archaeologist N. Bakhtadze in the
cave complexes developed in the river Khra-
mi valley. Art researches of Samshvilde Sioni
carried out by the 1930s by the art historian
N. Chubinashvili were important. Works on
the former settlement of Samshvilde were
performed in various periods by Ts. Gabash-
vili, G. Japaridze, R. Gverdtsiteli, T. Gabunia,
G. Gagoshidze etc. but as mentioned above,
they were not systematic and were not car-
ried out within the framework of the unified
plan.

This most important component was consid-
ered during processing of the theoretical part
of the project “Samshvilde” of the Universi-
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ty of Georgia. In particular, all kinds of re-
searches - field-archaeological, art of paleo-
graphic, as well as lab and office researches
are carried out within the framework of the
unified plan so that the obtained results are
most effective, informative and easily avail-
able for all interested persons. Therefore,
researchers and specialists of wide scientific
spectrum are engaged in Samshvilde archae-
ological expedition today and they work on
the monument as well as in scientific institu-
tions in a coordinated manner.

Samshvilde archaeological expedition

As it was mentioned in the preamble,
Samshvilde archaeological expedition con-
sists of the faculty and invited specialists of
the University of Georgia which make up the
main scientific core:

David Berikashvili - Professor, archae-
ologist. Head of Samshvilde archaeological
expedition of the University of Georgia.

Manana Sanadze — Professor, President
of the University of Georgia. Historic and
source studies direction of the expedition.

Sergo Tsiramua - Professor of the
School of Informatics, Engineering and
Mathematics of the University of Georgia. IT
Head of Samshvilde archaeological expedi-
tion.

Guram Grigolia - Scientific consul-
tant-archaeologist of the expedition. Ivane
Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University.

David Odilavadze — Doctor of Physical
Sciences, scientific researcher of M. Nodia
Institute of Geophysics. Geophysical direc-
tion of Samshvilde archaeological expedition.
Irakli Ivanishvili, Vakhtang Lomidze - Topo-
graphic and cartographic direction of Samsh-
vilde archaeological expedition.

Giorgi Gagoshidze - Director for Art
Studies. Art research direction of Samshvilde
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archaeological expedition. National Agency
for Cultural Heritage Preservation of Geor-
gia.

Tengiz Gabunia - Architect-restorer.

Restoration direction of Samshvilde archaeo-
logical expedition. National Agency for Cul-
tural Heritage Preservation of Georgia.
Maia Bukhsianidze — Doctor of sciences,
paleontologist. Osteological surveys of Sam-
shvilde archaeological expedition. National
Museum of Georgia.

Liana Bitadze - Doctor of sciences, an-
thropologist. Anthropological direction of
Samshvilde archaeological expedition. Insti-
tute of History of Ethnology of TSU.

Nino Kebuladze - Doctor of History,
restorer. Restoration-office works of archae-
ological discoveries of Samshvilde archae-
ological expedition. National Museum of
Georgia.

Eliso Kvavadze - Doctor of geolo-
gy-mineralogy sciences, palynologist. Paly-
nological surveys of Samshvilde archaeologi-
cal expedition. National Museum of Georgia.
Besides, the University students of various
years majoring in archaeology, history and
art studies play a significant role in the field
and lab surveys of the expedition and partic-
ipation in the above surveys is a mandatory
practice for them. Student engagement in the
surveys of the historic former settlement of
Samshvilde represents one of the main, pri-
ority directions of the University of Georgia
(pic. 2, 3).

Archaeological and geophysical surveys

Samshvilde archaeological expedition
of the University of Georgia carries out ar-
chaeological works of the former settlement
of Samshvilde. The expedition carries out the
works in accordance with the unified plan
and preliminarily developed strategy which
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implies establishment of the stratigraphic
picture of the former settlement citadel and
Sioni section. Three trenches were opened in
the former settlement citadel (pic. 4) and two
trenches were opened on Sioni section (pic.5)
in 2015-2016 and the material obtained there
mainly belongs to the developed centuries.
The earlier materials are not found at this
stage. It is noteworthy that during the field
works archaeological excavations are carried
out in full compliance with the technique and
methodology approved in Europe and the
US. In particular, the description of the re-
vealed archaeological context, accounting of
the small discoveries, fixation of immovable
objects etc. are performed separately. These
trenches are covered by a protective layer af-
ter each field season.

In parallel to excavations, geoarcheolo-
cational surveys are systematically performed
which allows to find significant information
in advance. Geophysical surveys conducted
by the group of geophysicists in 2015 were
actually entirely confirmed by archaeological
surveys of 2016.

Protection and availability of movable ar-
chaeological objects

The artifacts discovered by Samshvilde
archaeological expedition of the University
of Georgia during the field works are saved
in the “Archaeological Museum of the Uni-
versity of Georgia” after completion of the
respective restoration-office works. This mu-
seum was founded in 2015 on the basis of the
Decree of the Minister of Culture of Georgia
No. 05/08-2598 and represents the main de-
pository of materials obtained by Samshvilde
archaeological expedition. Currently, several
thousand units of things are registered in the
Museum depositories, while some of them
are exhibited in the exhibition space (pic. 6).

It should be mentioned that the exhibition
concept, exposition and design of the Uni-
versity Museum were entirely developed by
the University students. The same students
hold temporary and permanent exhibitions
too, which is very important for their forma-
tion as professionals.

In addition, the University of Georgia
actively cooperates with the National Mu-
seum of Georgia which represents not only
the main treasure depository throughout the
country but also is one of the most successful

and experienced institution in the museum
field.

Restoration-conservation of immovable
objects

One more important direction of the
project “Samshvilde” is the restoration-con-
servation of immovable objects of cultural
heritage in the former settlement. Accord-
ingly, the restoration-conservation group of
Samshvilde archaeological expedition works
in this specific direction. It must be under-
lined that in parallel to planning all types of
field work, the restoration-conservation proj-
ects is developed from the beginning which
excludes the possibility of leaving the newly
discovered objects under the sky, without re-
spective measures.

As a result of such type of coordinated
work, full, comprehensive study of Samshvil-
de St. George Church and ,,Palati” Church
was successfully conducted with joint efforts
of the University of Georgia, National Agen-
cy for Cultural Heritage Preservation and the
Fund for Protection and Salvation of Antiq-
uities of Georgia. Archaeological excavations
of both monuments, office processing of the
obtained material and publication of scien-
tific results were funded and performed by
the University of Georgia. In parallel, paleo-
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graphic study of both churches was conduct-
ed and restoration projects were processed
at the National Agency for Cultural Heritage
Preservation. In autumn 2014 the Fund for
Protection and Salvation of Antiquities of
Georgia carried out full restoration of Sam-
shvilde St. George Church (pic. 7,8,9) and
,»Palati” Church (pic. 10,11,12).

The above cooperation is a vivid exam-
ple of coordinated work of the higher educa-
tional institution, on the one hand and state
and private organizations, on the other hand.

IT and GIS directions of the project

For popularization of scientific results
of Samshvilde former settlement researches
and their integration into the modern digital
information database, a mobile application of
Samshvilde former settlement was created by
the I'T and GIS group of the expedition placed
on the website www.travelgis.ge (pic.13). The
above product represents a free, renewable
application where all interested persons can
review the photo and text material of the ar-
chaeological expedition as well as the main
monuments of the former settlement and the
adjacent area.

Also, a webpage www.samshvilde.ge
(pic. 14) was created by IT Master students
of the University of Georgia which represents
the main information portal of Samshvilde
Archaeological Expedition and is integrated
with the main webpage of the University -
www.ug.edu.ge (pic.15)

Main purposes and action strategy of the
project

As it was mentioned in the preamble,
“Samshvilde” represents a mega project of the
University of Georgia and its main purpose
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is to study this former settlement in accor-
dance with the modern standards and newest
technologies. To achieve this goal, the action
strategy of the archaeological expedition of
the University covers the following:

o Close and coordinated cooperation with
National Agency for Cultural Heritage Pres-
ervation, various scientific-educational insti-
tutions and private sector.

« Close cooperation with foreign academ-
ic-educational organizations for the purpose
of use of their intellectual resources and more
popularization of scientific results of the re-
searches.

o Direct and active engagement of Master
program students of the University of Geor-
gia and the youth in general in scientific re-
searches of Samshvilde.

« popularization of obtained scientific results
using academic printing and modern digital
technologies

« restoration, inventory and exhibition of dis-
covered archeological artifacts in the exhibi-
tion area

« Conservation- restoration of immovable
archaeological or architectural objects using
modern technologies and traditional materi-
al.

We think that only by such approach
it is possible to successfully carry out the re-
search project of large scale historic former
settlement initiated, developed and funded
by the University of Georgia for the first time
in our reality.
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Description of pictures:

1. General view of Samshvilde former settle-
ment.

2. Students of the University of Georgia
during archaeological works in Samshvilde
Citadel.

3. Students of the University of Georgia on
Samshvilde archaeological field.

4. Samshvilde Citadel.

5. Sioni District.

6. Exposition of University of Georgia Ar-
chaeological Museum.

7. Samshvilde St. George Church in 2013.

8. Samshvilde St. George Church. Design
drawing.

9. St. George Church after completion of ar-
chaeological and restoration works in 2014.
10. Samshvilde “Palati” Church in 2013.

11. Samshvilde “Palati” Church. Design
drawing .

12. “Palati” Church after completion of ar-
chaeological and restoration works in 2014.
13. Official webpage of Travel-Gis.

14. Official webpage of Samshvilde archaeo-
logical expedition.

15. Official webpage of the University of
Georgia.
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