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Welcome to Samshvilde Archaeological Expedition’s Summer School in Archaeology and Bioarchaeology!
Join us in the summer of 2019 on our 7th research season as we celebrate a new milestone: for the first season the
expedition welcomes international trainees!

Samshvilde is an outstanding archaeological complex located in the heart of the Caucasus. Its significance is known
from historical texts, notably for having been conquered and returned to the Georgians by famous king David the
Builder in 1110. Samshvilde’s historical longevity and wealth as a thriving medieval capital can only be surpassed by
the richness of archaeological finds that have been made there. The site contains architectural elements, coins,
ceramics, and even artifacts yielding from older prehistoric times. With every excavation season our research
questions multiply and become more complex.
Only small-scale fieldwork had been carried out during the Soviet and post-Soviet period, but these efforts did not
provide details on the site’s stratigraphy and chronology or the distribution of cultural features and monuments. To
rectify this, Professor David Berikashvili, in collaboration with the University of Georgia in Tbilisi, launched the first
full-scale multidisciplinary archaeological investigation at Samshvilde in 2012. With the help of scientific
collaborators and local students, David has been devoted to the study of this exceptional site which mirrors the
entire region by its multi-ethnic history and deep-rooted presence. Isabelle Coupal, a PhD student with an interest
in the study of South Caucasian archaeology and bioarchaeology, joined the team in 2018 to focus on human
remains’ analysis and international outreach.
At present, comprehensive surveys and field research involving archaeology, geology, geophysics, bioarchaeology,
palynology, archaeobotany and remote sensing radar detection are being conducted in Samshvilde. We hope to
branch out in upcoming years to include emerging technologies such as LiDar scanning, photogrammetry, and
petrographic analysis. This holistic approach is suited to the complex nature of this site.
The team at Samshvilde Archaeological Expedition are dedicated to teaching newcomers about archaeology and
Georgian culture, as well as building new collaborations. We wish to offer you a uniquely enriching academic and
cultural experience here.
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Professor David Berikashvili
Archaeologist, Co-Director and Head of Archaeology at Samshvilde Archaeological
Expedition
University of Georgia
Kostava 77a, Tbilisi
(+995) 599 319 915
www.ug.edu.ge
d.berikashvili@yahoo.com
Senior Scientist at the Georgian National Museum’s Department of Archaeology (2004-2014)
Head of The Department of Archaeology, Anthropology and Arts at the University of Georgia (2014-present)
Director of the International Archaeological Centre at the University of Georgia (2017-present)
Main interests: Medieval and Pre-historical studies of Samshvilde archaeological complex. Cave complex studies in
South Georgia; Megalith Culture of South Caucasus and problematics of transitional period from Early Agricultural
period to Bronze Era.

Isabelle Coupal, M.A.
Co-Director and Head of Bioarchaeology at Samshvilde Archaeological Expedition
University of Montreal
3150, Jean-Brillant st., office C-3086
Montreal QC H3T 1N8, Canada
Tel. 1-514-343-6111 ext. 3596
isabelle.coupal@umontreal.ca
Isabelle holds an M.A. in archaeology with a specialization in bioarchaeology and
archaeological sciences from the University of Warsaw in Poland, and is currently a Ph.D. student in anthropology at
the University of Montreal in Canada. Her dissertation research focuses on human mobility in the Early and Middle
Bronze Age of the South Caucasus, which she studies using isotopic analysis of human remains. Her previous research
has investigated Late Bronze Age diet and mobility, and medieval burial practices in the same region. She has been
conducting archaeological and osteological research on various sites in the South Caucasus since 2015, and has
trained in countries such as Spain, Greece, and Poland. She has published both in international (Archives of Oral
Biology, AJA) and Georgian journals (Caucasus Journal of Social Studies) and contributed to archaeological reports
submitted to the National Agency for Cultural Heritage Protection of Georgia. Her responsibilities in Samshvilde
Archaeological Expedition include the supervision of excavation in mortuary contexts, the post-excavation treatment
of human skeletal remains, osteological analysis and student training.
Shota Tvaladze
Supervisor at Samshvilde Archaeological Expedition, M.A. student in archaeology at the University of Georgia
Nikoloz Gazdeliani
Supervisor at Samshvilde Archaeological Expedition, B.A. student in archaeology at the University of Georgia
Levan Kvakhadze
Supervisor at Samshvilde Archaeological Expedition, B.A. student in archaeology at the University of Georgia
Shota, Nikoloz and Levan are archaeology students at the University of Georgia and have been members of
Samshvilde Archaeological Expedition since 2013. They are English-speaking, knowledgeable and motivated student
with teaching experience and a desire to share their knowledge of Samshvilde archaeology.
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Historical Studies
Professor Manana Sanadze
President of the University of Georgia
(+995) 599 292 317
www.ug.edu.ge
m.sanadze@ug.edu.ge

Palynological Studies
Professor Eliso Kvavadze
Palynologist, University of Georgia
+(995) 599 480 285
e.kvavadze@ug.edu.ge
ekvavadze@mail.ru

GIS Studies
Professor Sergo Tsiramua
School of Informatics and Mathematics
University of Georgia
(+995) 591 922 987
www.ug.edu.ge
s.tsiramua@ug.edu.ge

Archaeobotanical Studies
Professor Aldona Mueller-Bieniek
Archaeobotanist, Department of Palaeobotany,
Institute of Botany Polish Academy of Sciences
+48 12 424 17 54 (Poland)
a.muller@botany.pl

Conservation-Restoration
Dr. Tengiz Gabunia
Main architect-restorer of the expedition
(+995) 599 260 219
t.gabunia@yahoo.com

Prehistoric Studies
Professor Emeritus Guram Grigolia
Main scientific consultant of the expedition, Ivane
Javakhishvili State Univerity
+(995) 599 258 568
g.grigolia@tsu.edu.ge

Art and Paleographical Studies
Dr. George Gagoshidze
Art Historian, senior research at the National Agency
for Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia
(+995) 593 350 318
www.heritagesites.ge
g.gagoshidze@yahoo.com

Geophysical Studies
Dr. David Odilavadze
Geophysicist, senior scientist at the M. Nodia Institute
of Geophysics
+(995) 577 426 954
odildavit@gmail.com

Numismatic Studies
Dr. Maia Pataridze
Numismatist, senior research at the Georgian
National Museum
+(995) 599 379 100
www.museum.ge
mpataridze@hotmail.com

Petrographical Studies
Professor Mauro F. La-Russa
Department of Biology, Ecology and Earth Science at
the Calabria University
+39 0984 493535 (Italy)
mauro.larussa@unical.it
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E-mail us at: info@samshvilde.ge
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Samshvilde is a historic city situated in Kvemo Kartli province, in the southern part of Georgia (Fig. 1). Georgian
historic tradition associates the foundation of Samshvilde with the pre-Christian period. Our project has now
detected proof of occupation dating back to the Neolithic period (Fig. 2), but nowadays, it is recognised that
Samshvilde was founded as an urban political-economic centre only in the early medieval period, in particular during
the 5th century.

Fig. 1 Samshvilde citadel and the eastern tip of the promontory

Fig. 2 “Teardrop” obsidian projectile points, prehistoric period

As the Arabs appeared in Transcaucasia during the mid-8th century, a substantial part of eastern Georgia, including
Samshvilde, was placed under the jurisdiction of the Arab Emir. This arrangement continued until the mid-9th
century when the region fell under influence of the Armenian royal Bagratuni dynasty of Shirak. In the 10th century,
Samshvilde was the capital of the Armenian Kingdom of Tashir-Dzoraget which was a vassal of the Kingdom of Ani.
The Georgian King Bagrat IV restored it within the borders of Georgia in 1064. During the second half of the 11th
century Samshvilde was under the influence of Seljuk Turks, and this continued until 1110 when it was liberated by
King David IV (the Builder) and placed under the jurisdiction of the Georgian State. Excavations have revealed a
wealth of artifacts from this period, most notably polychrome glazed ceramic vessels, bronze coins, and semiprecious gems (Fig. 3-4).

Fig. 3 Glazed polychrome ceramic bowl, medieval period

Fig. 4 Bronze coin of Queen Tamar with Arabic inscriptions

Various Georgian feudal families controlled Samshvilde in the late medieval and post-medieval period. First the
influence of the Orbeli was dominant and later the Baratashvili-Kaplanishvili, whose tenure continued up to the
17th-18th centuries. In the second half of the 18th century the ethnic situation in Samshvilde and Kvemo Kartli in
general changed significantly. From the end of the same century, these areas were occupied by newly arrived groups
of Armenians who settled in Samshvilde and nearby areas. From the beginning of the 19th century, Turkish-speaking
populations, Germans (1818) and Greeks (1829) were settled in this region by the Russian Imperial government.
Even today, the population in this part of Georgia continues to have a diversity of ethnic elements.

6|S a

mshvilde Archaeological Expedition
University of Georgia, Tbilisi

Samshvilde occupies a long basalt promontory that rises above the confluence of two important rivers, the Khrami
and Chivchava. The medieval city covered the entire length of the promontory and its layout was arranged according
to the occupations and status of the population: the western part of the city, which may have been the residential
area of the lower classes, was separated from the central part where nobles resided by a 4m-high and 2.5m-wide
stone wall. The central district was separated from the easternmost part of the city, where high-status structures
were located, by a 12m-high and 7m-wide fortification wall, forming a citadel (Fig. 1). Such a heavily fortified
defensive system has not been preserved at any other medieval site, not only in Georgia but also throughout the
Southern Caucasus.
The Water Supply System. Despite the separation of the city’s three districts, its hydrological network was
integrated so that water was supplied to residential, trade and artisanal areas as well as to the noble and royal
districts. A well organised and serviceable water supply system was essential for cities of the medieval period. In
designing this system, the builders of Samshvilde skilfully took advantage of the natural inclination of the
promontory which is equal to 2cm per metre. The total difference between the highest and the lowest points of the
city is 70m, which is sufficient to ensure the natural flow of water through the entire city.
Our project dedicated a considerable amount of time to studying Samshvilde’s water supply system. Two reservoirs
or cisterns (diameter 20–25m, depth 2.5m) are cut into the basalt bedrock in the eastern part of the city. These were
connected to the network and considerable reserves of water were stored in them, ensuring a ready supply as well
as access to water during times of drought or prolonged siege. The ‘Royal Bath’, one of Samshvilde’s noteworthy
standing structures, is also connected to the water supply system.

Fig. 5 Royal Bath (before restoration)

Fig. 6 Excavations exposing a high medieval water pipe

The ‘Royal Bath’. A bathhouse of the later medieval period is located in the eastern part of the city, in what is
regarded as the ‘Royal District’, leading us to call this structure the ‘Royal Bath’ (Fig. 5). This unique structure has
never been studied previously. Preliminary studies by test trenches has established that much of the building is
buried beneath soil and rubble. However, it may be said on the basis of its architectural details and by comparison
with similar structures preserved in Georgia that the building dates to the 16th–17th centuries and may be regarded
as a hamam of the Ottoman Turkish type. Its water supply and the furnace unit located underground require fuller
study as does the purpose of walls that are directly connected to the main building. We intend to expose it and do
a virtual reconstruction by photogrammetry in 2019.
Palaces and Residential Buildings. Residential structures at Samshvilde differed according to the social classes for
which they were intended. For example, houses preserved in the district thought to have been inhabited by
tradespeople and artisans were built from unprocessed stone and timber which contrasts with the mortared stone
palaces in the supposed noble or royal districts. Although none of the palace buildings have yet been studied in
detail, an impression of their construction and materials can be gained from walls preserved above ground. There
are five ruined palaces preserved at Samshvilde. Three are located in the central part of the city and two are in the
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royal district. One of the royal district palaces was a two-storey building, judging from the preserved walls. It is
assumed that this palace was intended for the king and his family. This structure has been identified as a target to
excavate test trenches in future seasons.
Churches. There are seven recorded churches at Samshvilde that belong to different phases of the medieval period.
According to the Georgian Chronicles, the earliest church was built here by Queen Sagdukht in the 5th century, but
the whereabouts of this building is currently unknown.
Of the churches preserved above ground, Samshvilde Sioni is the most outstanding (Fig. 7). Indeed, it ranks among
the most significant monuments of medieval Georgian church architecture. An inscriptions mentioning the Byzantine
emperors Constantine V Kopronymos and Leo V the Khazar is preserved on the façade in Old Georgian script (Fig. 8).
According to the inscription, the church’s construction dates precisely to 756-777 AD. The art historian Niko
Chubinashvili made small test trenches in the interior of Sioni Church in 1968, but otherwise the building has not
been studied.
Samshvilde Basilica (10th century), located 150m to the west of Sioni Church, is a Monophysite church. The basilica
was built and functioned when Sioni Church was already in ruins as a result of an earthquake and at the time that
Samshvilde was the capital of the Kingdom of Tashir Dzoraget. Restoration works at the basilica were carried out in
the 1990s and today it is one of the active churches of the city. The so-called Palati Church, which belonged to the
Kaplanishvili, the local feudal dynasty, is located near the basilica. Our surveys of Palati Church in 2014 established
that members of the Kaplanishvili family were buried in the interior of this church. Ruins of the two-storey palace
belonging to the same family are located nearby. Four other churches are known at Samshvilde: St George’s Church
(10th–11th centuries), the Dormition Orthodox Church (10th–12th centuries), St Theodore’s Church (12th century) and
the so-called Theogonida. These structures all require further investigation.

Fig. 7 Sioni Church ruins, aerial view facing east

Fig. 8 Sioni Church ruins, exterior wall with inscriptions

Cemetery. One of the main questions arising from our surveys at Samshvilde is the location of the city’s cemetery.
A geophysical survey allowed us to locate some graves dating to the 15th century north of Sioni Church. However,
the limits of the cemetery have not been defined. It may only be assumed that the main cemetery of the city was
located far from the residential areas. The graves are diverse in their arrangement and deposition methods, including
atypical burials. Due to its unconventional characteristics and potentially significant historical value (signs of violence
and social deviance are observed), the Sioni cemetery will be subjected to intensive research in upcoming years by
the project’s bioarchaeologist.
Megaliths. Megalithic features at Samshvilde are in the form of two menhirs and a ‘tetralith’, a monument consisting
of three balanced boulders. One of the menhirs, a 2.45m-high stone column, is located in the interior of the
Dormition Church. It seems that it was erected in the pre-Christian era, possibly during the Bronze Age, and the
church builders intentionally built the medieval building around it. The ‘tetralith’, which consists of three massive
basalt boulders balanced on top of each other, is a unique feature with no known parallels in southern Georgia. At
present it cannot be precisely dated because no archaeological excavations have yet been carried out at this location,
but it may be presumed that this and the other megalithic monuments date from the Bronze Age.
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Excavations. Since 2012 excavations have been conducted at two locations. The first is next to the main fortification
wall of the city, within what is regarded as the citadel; the other is the burial space near the 8th century Sioni Church.
Excavations at the citadel have so far unearthed archaeological deposits of 1.3 m depth belonging to the high-late
medieval centuries (11th-13th centuries). In 2018 a Late Bronze Age pit burial (possibly 13-12th centuries BCE),
underlying medieval contexts was discovered inside the citadel walls. Results of archaeobotanical, carbon-14 dating
and osteological analyses are expected shortly to help us better understand this important find. Artefacts from the
citadel trenches are diverse and includes ceramics, metal, stone, glass and bone items that have long chronological
diapason.
The focus in the Sioni section, where four trenches have been opened, is the excavation of human remains. An initial
interpretation of the graves discovered here is that they belong to citizens killed during the invasion of the Turkmen
leader, King of Tabriz – Jahan Shah in the 15th century. Further excavations are required to confirm this.
Aerial Mapping and Cave Exploration. Aerial mapping of the Samshvilde promontory and adjacent areas has given
us an approximate idea of the urban layout of the city-site, its main districts, the hydrological system and the location
of architectural remains. In addition, aerial and video mapping are being conducted in the canyons of Chivchava and
Khrami rivers where there are multi-tiered cave complexes which are very difficult to reach. Using this method to
define the exact location, the number and size of these cave complexes is very effective. For example, as a result of
aerial mapping of caves in the Chivchava canyon, carried out in 2015, access routes were defined, allowing our team
to reach the caves and undertake test excavations there. Large amount of ceramics and bone material were
discovered in the test trenches as well as on the surface; obsidian artefacts were also discovered. We hope to follow
up aerial surveys with a LiDar scan project in order to better understand the urban layout west of the fortification
walls. The foundations of these structures are visible above-ground but are largely encumbered by vegetal tree cover
and have not yet been excavated.
Other Analyses. Palynological, archaeobotanical, bioarchaeological, and petrographic analyses is being undertaken
as part of the excavations at Samshvilde. Palynological results obtained from the medieval layers of the citadel
provide information on the environmental conditions of Samshvilde during the 12th-13th centuries and the nature
of household activities at this time. Experimental archaeology projects are also under way to better understand the
prehistoric lithic industry and lithic material sourcing routes.
Research objectives for 2019
-

-

-
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Continuing excavations in the citadel by:
o Clearing vegetation around the 16-17th century ‘Royal Bath’ (thanks to a generous financial
contribution by the National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia) to identify
the whole plan of the building and prepare if for 3D virtual conservation by photogrammetry. This
aims to encourage tourism and awareness about Samshvilde for the general public;
o Cleaning the territory alongside the eastern wall of the citadel in order to locate the main entrance
inside the fortress;
o Continuing excavations in trenches #58, 60, 67 and 68 to reveal archaeological contexts of Early
Medieval/Pre-Medieval and Bronze Age periods
Investigate the role of the individuals from Sioni ‘cemetery’ in the battle against Jahan Shah by:
o Continuing excavations of graves,
o Conducting mortuary analysis of these graves,
o Conducting bioarchaeological analysis focusing on the observation of signs of inter-personal
violence (dismemberment, sharp/blunt force trauma)
o Collecting samples for 87Sr/86Sr analysis – to investigate the local or non-local origin of individuals
– and carbon-14 dating
Dig test trenches to investigate about a possible Late Bronze Age cemetery – with burial pits similar to the
one in trench 68 –east of the citadel mound

mshvilde Archaeological Expedition
University of Georgia, Tbilisi

Samshvilde Summer School is an intensive three-week course in basic archaeological and bioarchaeological practice.
Trainees will have the unique opportunity to participate in excavations at Samshvilde’s royal medieval citadel (11th13th cent. AD) and Sioni ‘cemetery’. In this course, trainees will learn a variety of methodological skills and gain
hands-on experience necessary for becoming a professional archaeologist. The objective for this course is to give
trainees a wide variety of basic knowledge about archaeological practice and a basic training in osteology and
bioarchaeology. Because we consider field experience to be essential we will focus on hands-on tasks that can only
be learned while on the field.
Training includes:
1) Field work. You will learn archaeological and grave context excavation methodology, field data recording
techniques, elevation measure taking and finds collecting. Additionally, you will receive a safety training
about on-site procedures.
2) Post-excavation finds processing. You will learn how to efficiently clean, describe, record, draw,
photograph, conserve, and archive finds. There is a wide range of artifacts at Samshvilde, including (but not
limited to) ceramic and glass vessels, ceramic building material (CBM), coins, gemstones, metal artifacts,
human and animal bones.
3) Seminars. These will be mainly to teach trainees about South Caucasus’ history and archaeology, but will
also be held in various related topics (to be determined).
Trainees will also learn about Georgian history and culture during two day trips on Sundays, and with a visit of
Georgian National Museum in Tbilisi at the end of the summer school. We will also have traditional Georgian supras,
a well-known feast accompanied by wine and many toasts!
At the end of this course, trainees are expected to be proficient in:
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Archaeological and grave context excavation
Documentation and archiving
Basic artefact conservation
Scientific photography
Technical drawing
Basic osteology

mshvilde Archaeological Expedition
University of Georgia, Tbilisi

Program Dates. July 15th to August 6th, 2019
Application Deadline. We are accepting trainees’ applications until all spaces are filled (max. 7 international
participants), until a maximum of February 22nd, 2019 (may be extended if some spaces remain unfilled).
Eligibility. We are looking for students of archaeology, anthropology, classics or related fields, or laypersons with an
interest for archaeological fieldwork. We welcome applicants of all ages and from all countries. Applicants with little
to no experience are especially welcome as the objective of this summer school is to learn basic archaeological
methodology and gain fieldwork experience, which is extremely important when embarking on a career in
archaeology.
Prerequisites. No academic status or performance prerequisites are necessary for this summer school. Applicants
must be fit for physical work, and must have all required documents to travel to Georgia (further instructions below).
Furthermore, applicants must be proficient in English as activities will be held in this language. If you have any
concerns about these prerequisites please contact David or Isabelle. A final and very important prerequisite for
applicants is that they have a positive attitude and a willingness to learn. Fieldwork is an extremely enriching
experience but it can also be demanding physically and psychologically at times, so a positive mindset can go a long
way in making your experience memorable.
*We have accumulated a number of osteological remains, both animals and humans, during our previous excavations
at Samshvilde. Therefore, students with training in zooarchaeology and/or osteology are especially welcome to
complete a personal project. Please mention this on your application form if you are interested and we will contact
you with further details.
Program Fee. International applicants are asked to contribute a fee of 4,750 GEL (Georgian lari). As of November
2018 this is roughly equivalent to 2,330 CAD (Canadian dollars). If you are unsure about what exchange rate to refer
to from your home country please contact us. The GEL can be unstable, so if currency exchange rates change
significantly before payments are due you will be notified. However we do not anticipate any drastic fluctuations.
Upon acceptance into the summer school, trainees will need to transfer funds according to this schedule:
Application Fee: due March 8th, 2019
th

Program Fee: due March 29 , 2019

Amount: 300 GEL (147 CAD)
Amount: 4,450 GEL (2,185 CAD)

The initial application fee is NON-REFUNDABLE. Since we are accepting applications until all spaces are filled, it
serves as a place saver for trainees who are accepted into the summer school. Applicants will be accepted into the
summer school in a “first-come first-served” basis. Applicants will be given further instructions about how to transfer
funds upon acceptance.
The program fee includes: Accommodation, Meals, Transport to and from the airport, 2 day trips (locations to be
determined), Teaching materials, field equipment and seminars, Lodging for 2 nights in Tbilisi at the end of the
summer school, Certification of completion of the summer school program detailing your skills and experiences
The program fee DOES NOT include: Airfare, Activities, meals and personal expenses in Tbilisi (2 days), Academic
credits at your home institution, Travel Health insurance (REQUIRED)
Academic Credits. Samshvilde Archaeological Expedition and its summer school are affiliated to the University of
Georgia in Tbilisi, although we do not supply academic credits (ECTS or other) from this university. If you wish to get
accredited for this summer school, you must do it with your home institution. Trainees are strongly encouraged to
contact their institution about this with their own school official(s) BEFORE attending the summer school. We are
happy to help out by signing course credit agreements, sending a certificate of completion, and by supplying a
program outline (above).
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Samshvilde village (41°30′58″N 44°29′27″E) is located in Tetrisqaro Municipality, in the province of Kvemo Kartli in
south Georgia. It is located 4 km south of the town of Tetritsqaro, 66 km away from Tbilisi (ca. 1h30 drive) and 2 km
north of the ruins of the medieval town of Samshvilde where we work. The village was founded by a group of
Armenians in the early 19th century and named after the nearby historical locale. As of the 2014 national census,
Samshvilde had the population of 443, mostly (98%) ethnic Armenians.

Staff and students will reside in a dig house in the village of Samshvilde, which is only a 15 minute walk from the site.
It is newly renovated and has all necessary commodities. The following will be provided: food, electricity, WiFi, hot
water, showers, toilets, beds with mattresses, washing machine for clothing, a kitchen and workspace. The following
will NOT be provided: bedding. There is a small shop in the village where you can buy additional treats. Dinners are
prepared by our housekeeper. You may bring additional food of your own. Please communicate with the organizers
if you have dietary restrictions or allergies.

Tetri Tsqaro is the nearest town from Samshvilde, about a 20 minute drive away. We will be commuting regularly to
purchase food and other necessities. There are a variety of small shops, groceries and a pharmacy, but there is little
variety. You will have the opportunity to accompany staff members if you wish to purchase treats or personal items
of your own, but we suggest that you bring your favorite products with you. A weekly commute will be made to
Tbilisi for groceries. There is also a small shop in Samshvilde village but it has very little products.
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Trainees should arrange to arrive at Tbilisi Shota Rustaveli Tbilisi International Airport (TBS) on Sunday July 14th, 2019
(or Saturday the 13th). We will arrange to pick you up from the airport according to your arrival time and drive to the
dig house. If you are planning on arriving to Georgia earlier we can arrange pick-up at another location. Please keep
in close communication with David and Isabelle to ensure we can meet without problems.
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

JULY
14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Arrival in Tbilisi
Travel to
Samshvilde

Fieldwork
Seminar:
History of
Samshvilde

Fieldwork
Post-ex work

Fieldwork
Post-ex work

Fieldwork
Seminar: Grave
excavation
methodology

Fieldwork
Post-ex work

Fieldwork
Post-ex work

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

Day trip TBD

Fieldwork
Post-ex work

Fieldwork
Seminar:
Prehistoric
archaeology of
Georgia

Fieldwork
Post-ex work

Fieldwork
Seminar:
Historic
archaeology of
Georgia

Fieldwork
Post-ex work

Fieldwork
Post-ex work

28

29

30

31

Day trip to TBD

Fieldwork
Post-ex work

Fieldwork
Seminar: TBD

Fieldwork
Post-ex work

1

2

3

Fieldwork
Seminar: TBD

Fieldwork
Post-ex work

Fieldwork
Post-ex work

8

9

AUGUST

4

5

6

Travel to Tbilisi

AM- Visit to
Georgian
Natonal
Museum
PM- Free

Departure from
Tbilisi airport

7

6am: Breakfast
7am: Departure for the site
7h30am-12pm: Excavation
12-1pm: Lunch
1-3pm: Excavation
3pm: Departure from the site
3h30-4pm: Snack
4-6pm: Free (shower, resting)
6-7pm: Post-excavation work* (Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday) or seminar (Tuesday, Thursday)
9pm: Dinner
*Post-excavation tasks will be assigned according to the discoveries of the day.

13 | S a

mshvilde Archaeological Expedition
University of Georgia, Tbilisi

Here is an indication of what trainees should bring to Samshvilde. This is not an exhaustive list. If you have any
questions about what to bring or have specific needs/preferences please contact one of the directors. Be aware that
days are quite hot and sunny in south Georgia (up to 40°C) but nights are cooler (15-20°C).
Archaeological equipment (trowels, brushes, shovels…) and work accessories (gloves, hard hat) will be provided.
Trainees are welcome to bring their own, but are responsible for them if they do.
Documents




Cash: trainees are advised to carry money for personal expenses (treats, souvenirs, snacks, calling card, etc.)
and/or emergencies (about 500 GEL). (further instructions below)
Travel documents: PASSPORT (mandatory), travel visa to Georgia (if necessary), insurance documents
(mandatory), photocopies of each of these documents (further instructions below)
Notebook: bring your own notebook and pen/pencil to keep an excavation journal.

Clothing




For work: Cargo pants or shorts, sun hat (everyone must wear a hat!), work boots (such as steel-toe boots
or hiking boots), sunglasses, rain coat
For leisure: lightweight clothing for the daytime, warm long-sleeved jumper for cool nights, swimsuit (you
may want to swim in the river)
Bedding (sleeping bag or sheets, pillow) and towel

Medical




A medical kit will be provided, although students are welcome to bring their own portable kits
Trainees may be susceptible to blisters, mosquito bites, or an upset stomach
Any medical issues can be discussed privately with either David or Isabelle

Toiletries



Soap, shampoo, toothbrush, toothpaste, hairbrush, clean wipes, a 3-week supply of contact lenses, etc.
A limited array of toiletries may be purchased in Tetri Tsqaro although you will likely find products of
unfamiliar brands. There are more variety of products in Tbilisi

Miscellaneous


Sunscreen, mosquito repellant, water bottle, pocket knife, money belt, flash light, plug adapter for
European wall outlets (
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), a book to read, small gifts for the locals…
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Country Statistics. (excerpts from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgia_(country))
FLAG

COAT OF ARMS

LOCATION

MAP

Name: Sakartvelo, საქართველო (Georgian)
Coordinates: 42°00′N 43°30′E
Capital: Tbilisi
Largest city: Tbilisi
Official languages: Georgian (nationwide), Abkhazian
(Russian widely spoken)
Ethnic groups (2014): 86.8% Georgians, 6.2%
Azerbaijanis, 4.5% Armenians, 2.8% other
Religion: Georgian Orthodox Church
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Government: Unitary semi-presidential republic
President: Giorgi Margvelashvili
Current constitution: 24 August 1995
Area: 69,700 km2 (26,900 sq mi)
Population (2017 estimate): 3,718,200
Currency: Georgian lari (GEL)
Time zone: UTC+4 (GET)
Calling code: +995
Website: www.gov.ge

Georgia is a country in the Caucasus region of Eurasia. The native name is Sakartvelo (საქართველო; "land of
Kartvelians"), derived from the core central Georgian region of Kartli. Located at the crossroads of Western Asia and
Eastern Europe, it is bounded to the west by the Black Sea, to the north by Russia, to the south by Turkey and
Armenia, and to the southeast by Azerbaijan. The capital and largest city is Tbilisi. Georgia covers a territory of 69,700
square kilometres (26,911 sq mi), and its 2017 population is about 3.718 million. The sovereign state of Georgia is a
unitary semi-presidential republic, with the government elected through a representative democracy.
During the classical era, several independent kingdoms became established in what is now Georgia, such as Colchis,
later known as Lazica and Iberia. The Georgians adopted Christianity in the early 4th century. The common belief
had an enormous importance for spiritual and political unification of early Georgian states. A unified Kingdom of
Georgia reached its Golden Age during the reign of King David IV and Queen Tamar in the 12th and early 13th
centuries. Thereafter, the kingdom declined and eventually disintegrated under hegemony of various regional
powers, including the Mongols, the Ottoman Empire, and successive dynasties of Iran. In the late 18th century, the
eastern Georgian Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti forged an alliance with the Russian Empire, which directly annexed the
kingdom in 1801 and conquered the western Kingdom of Imereti in 1810. Russian rule over Georgia was eventually
acknowledged in various peace treaties with Iran and the Ottomans and the remaining Georgian territories were
absorbed by the Russian Empire in a piecemeal fashion in the course of the 19th century. During the Civil War
following the Russian Revolution in 1917, Georgia briefly became part of the Transcaucasian Federation and then
emerged as an independent republic before the Red Army invasion in 1921 which established a government of
workers' and peasants' soviets. Soviet Georgia would be incorporated into a new Transcaucasian Federation which
in 1922 would be a founding republic of the Soviet Union. In 1936, the Transcaucasian Federation was dissolved and
Georgia emerged as a Union Republic. During the Great Patriotic War, almost 700,000 Georgians fought in the Red
Army against the German invaders. After Soviet leader Joseph Stalin, a native Georgian, died in 1953, a wave of
protest spread against Nikita Khrushchev and his de-Stalinization reforms, leading to the death of nearly one
hundred students in 1956. From that time on, Georgia would become marred with blatant corruption and increased
alienation of the government from the people.
By the 1980s, Georgians were ready to abandon the existing system altogether. A pro-independence movement led
to the secession from the Soviet Union in April 1991. For most of the following decade, post-Soviet Georgia suffered
from civil conflicts, secessionist wars in Abkhazia and South Ossetia, and economic crisis. Following the bloodless
Rose Revolution in 2003, Georgia strongly pursued a pro-Western foreign policy; aimed at NATO and European
integration, it introduced a series of democratic and economic reforms. This brought about mixed results, but
strengthened state institutions. The country's Western orientation soon led to the worsening of relations with
Russia, culminating in the brief Russo-Georgian War in August 2008 and Georgia's current territorial dispute with
Russia. Georgia is a member of the United Nations, the Council of Europe, and the GUAM Organization for
Democracy and Economic Development. It contains two de facto independent regions, Abkhazia and South Ossetia,
which gained very limited international recognition after the 2008 Russo-Georgian War. Georgia and most of the
world's countries consider the regions to be Georgian territory under Russian occupation.

Georgia is mostly situated in the South Caucasus, while parts of the country are also located in the North Caucasus.
The country lies between latitudes 41° and 44° N, and longitudes 40° and 47° E, with an area of 67,900 km2 (26,216
sq mi). It is a very mountainous country. The Likhi Range divides the country into eastern and western halves.
Historically, the western portion of Georgia was known as Colchis while the eastern plateau was called Iberia.
Because of a complex geographic setting, mountains also isolate the northern region of Svaneti from the rest of
Georgia. The Greater Caucasus Mountain Range forms the northern border of Georgia. The Greater Caucasus
Mountain Range is much higher in elevation than the Lesser Caucasus Mountains, with the highest peaks rising more
than 5,000 meters (16,404 ft) above sea level.
The landscape within the nation's boundaries is quite varied. Eastern Georgia's landscape (referring to the territory
east of the Likhi Range) is considerably different from that of the west. The general landscape of eastern Georgia
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comprises numerous valleys and gorges that are separated by mountains. In contrast with western Georgia, nearly
85 percent of the forests of the region are deciduous. Coniferous forests only dominate in the Borjomi Gorge and in
the extreme western areas. Out of the deciduous species of trees, beech, oak, and hornbeam dominate. Other
deciduous species include several varieties of maple, aspen, ash, and hazelnut. The Upper Alazani River Valley
contains yew forests.
The climate of Georgia is extremely diverse, considering the nation's small size. There are two main climatic zones,
roughly corresponding to the eastern and western parts of the country. The Greater Caucasus Mountain Range plays
an important role in moderating Georgia's climate and protects the nation from the penetration of colder air masses
from the north. The Lesser Caucasus Mountains partially protect the region from the influence of dry and hot air
masses from the south.
Eastern Georgia has a transitional climate from humid subtropical to continental. The region's weather patterns are
influenced both by dry Caspian air masses from the east and humid Black Sea air masses from the west. The
penetration of humid air masses from the Black Sea is often blocked by mountain ranges (Likhi and Meskheti) that
separate the eastern and western parts of the nation. Annual precipitation is considerably less than that of western
Georgia and ranges from 400–1,600 mm (15.7–63.0 in). The wettest periods generally occur during spring and
autumn, while winter and summer months tend to be the driest. Much of eastern Georgia experiences hot summers
(especially in the low-lying areas) and relatively cold winters. As in the western parts of the nation, elevation plays
an important role in eastern Georgia where climatic conditions above 1,500 metres (4,921 ft) are considerably colder
than in the low-lying areas. The regions that lie above 2,000 metres (6,562 ft) frequently experience frost even during
the summer months.

(excerpts from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgian_cuisine)
The Georgian cuisine is unique to the country, but also carries some influences from other Caucasian, Eastern
European and nearby Middle Eastern culinary traditions. Each historical province of Georgia has its own distinct
culinary tradition. Rich with meat dishes, the Georgian cuisine also offers a variety of vegetarian dishes.
Georgian cuisine is the result of the broad interplay of culinary ideas carried along
the Silk Road Trade route by merchants and travelers alike. The importance of
both food and drink to Georgian culture is best observed during a feast called
supra, when a huge assortment of dishes are prepared, always accompanied by
large amounts of local wine, known to be one of the world's oldest wines,
produced in ancient authentic Georgian underground clay pots- Kvevris (dating 8
century BC) and that can last for hours. In a
Georgian feast, the role of the tamada (toastmaster) is an important and honoured
position.
Georgia is one of the oldest wine-producing regions in the world. The fertile valleys
and protective slopes of the Transcaucasia were home to grapevine cultivation and
neolithic wine production (Georgian: ღვინო, ɣvino) for at least 8000 years. UNESCO
added the ancient traditional Georgian winemaking method using the Kvevri clay jars
to the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage Lists. Alcoholic drinks from Georgia
include chacha and wine (especially Georgian wine). Many Georgian wines are made
from traditional Georgian grape varieties that are little known in the West, such as
Saperavi and Rkatsiteli.
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Alphabet:

Essential Words and Phrases:
Gamarjoba (ga-mar-jo-ba)
Madloba (mad-lo-ba)
Arapris (ara-pris)
Ki / Ara (ki / ara)
Ukatsravad (u-kats-ra-vad)
Tu Sheidzleba (tu she-id-zle-ba)
Ver Gavige (ver ga-vi-ge)
Nakhvamdis (na-khvam-dis)
Marjvniv, Martkshinv (mar-jvniv / mar-tskhniv)
Tskali (tska-li)
Ludi (lu-di)
Gvino (gvi-no)
Gemrielia (gem-ri-eli-ia)
Ra girs? (ra girs)
Rogor khar? (ro-gor khar)
Sasiamovnoa sheni gatsnoba (sa-si-am-ov-noa
she-ni ga-tsno-ba)
Me mqvia [name] (me mqvi-a [name])
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Hello
Thank You
You are Welcome
Yes / No
Excuse Me
Please
I Don’t Understand
Goodbye
Turn Left, Turn Right
Water
Beer
Wine
Delicious
How Much is This?
How Are You?
Nice to Meet You
My Name Is …
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University of Georgia, Tbilisi

Noli
Erti
Ori
Sami
Otkhi
Khuti
Eqvsi
Shvidi
Rva
Tskhra
Ati

Numbers
0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Travel Documents. It is trainees’ responsibility to ensure that their travel documents are up to date before they
travel. A valid passport is necessary. Trainees may be required to apply for a travel visa, depending on the
requirements of their home country. You are responsible for ensuring that you have all necessary documents before
leaving for Georgia. This said, not that Georgia is generally easily accessible to foreigners and allows visa-free
entrance to citizens of over 90 countries, including Europe, Canada, the UK, Australia and the US, for up to 90 days.
Please consult https://www.geoconsul.gov.ge/HtmlPage/Html/View?id=956&lang=Eng for more information.
Travel Health Insurance. The directors of Samshvilde Archaeological Expedition require that foreign participants get
travel health insurance before attending the summer school. This is to ensure that you are financially covered for
unexpected medical expenses, although we do not anticipate that there is a great risk of injury or disease. You can
purchase this through your academic institution (many students and faculty members are beneficiaries of a group
policy, please inquire) or through a private insurance institution (some banks offer affordable policies, Blue Cross).
Risks.





Fieldwork entails a certain risk of injury, such as: minor cuts, sprains, bruises, blisters, heat stroke, sunburn,
etc. Some trenches at Samshvilde are very deep (over 2m), so staff members and trainees are required to
exert caution at all times while on site. A safety training will be given before the beginning of excavation.
Vipers are endemic to south Georgia and Samshvilde is known for being a hot spot to find them.
Nevertheless, it is extremely unlikely that you will get bitten by a snake if you simply stay alert. So, do not
worry. Caucasus-trekking.com recommends:
How to prevent a snake bite? Usually, no effort is needed, snakes are shy and prefer to “run”
away. They attack only if they feel directly threatened. Still, you can reduce this risk by few
simple measures. The most effective of them are those most simple ones - watch your step
and don’t stick your hands into narrow, dark crevices unless necessary.
Also, consider wearing sturdy hiking boots and long pants. […] Very useful are also trekking
sticks. They generate strong vibrations (which alert snakes to your presence and gives them
more time to hide) and at the same time “scan” the area in front of you (so a snake could
attack a pole instead of you)
Crime and political instability are also a minor risk while travelling to Georgia. Its proximity to Russia and
its position as an ex-USSR state is a source of tension between these two groups, as well as semiautonomous republics between them (Tchetchnia, South Ossetia, Abkhazia, Pankisi gorge region), and
other regions in the Caucasus (ex. Nagorno-Karabakh). Nevertheless, the province of Kvemo-Kartli is a very
safe region. Different ethnic groups coexist peacefully. Furthermore, because we live in a very small village
and work with local residents of Samshvilde, expedition members will become familiar with them.
For additional information please consult your home country’s travel recommendations for visiting Georgia
(ex. https://travel.gc.ca/destinations/georgia).

Communication. There will be Wi-Fi in the dig house, but you can also purchase a Georgian SIM card for your phone
at the airport in Tbilisi. The price for one month is 25 GEL (ca. 12 CAD), including 1000 Megabytes of internet, and
extra megabytes can be easily purchased online and are not expensive. It is not necessary to purchase this SIM card
although it may facilitate communication with your loved ones.
Gifts. It is not mandatory for trainees to bring gifts for the residents of Samshvilde, but it would probably be
appreciated given that we will be working closely with them. Gifts such as non-perishable food products or alcohol
to share from your home country are appropriate. Also, remember that we are guests in their closely-knit village, so
respect and decorum is expected of you at all time. We do not want anyone to feel overwhelmed or uncomfortable
about our visit. A simple smile or “gamardjoba” when encountering our neighbors goes a long way.
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Currency. The currency in Georgia is the Georgian Lari ( or GEL). Since it is difficult to buy lari outside of Georgia
you may exchange USD or EUR at the currency exchange desk of the airport on arrival. There is a small one at Tbilisi
airport but it is often crowded. You can also procure GEL in your home country by ordering them at your local bank
or currency exchange desk (please do this in advance as GEL may not be available everywhere). Here is the national
exchange rate of the GEL as of November 2018:
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FULL NAME: ..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
DATE OF BIRTH:(yyyy-mm-dd)
..……………………………………………………………………..

SEX:

M

F

CITIZENSHIP: …………………………………………………………………………….

PASSPORT NUMBER: ..……………………………...…………………………….. EXPIRY DATE: …………………………………………………………………………..
Do you need a visa to travel to Georgia? If so, what are the application procedures?

(Please check on your country’s immigration website.)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
INSURANCE INFORMATION (This information may be provided later if you are not insured at the time of application.)
Insurance company: …………………………………………………………………

Policy number: ……………………………………………………………………….

International phone number provided by your insurer: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
LANGUAGE(S) SPOKEN AND PROFICIENCY: (Beginner, intermediate, advanced or native speaker)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

APPLICANT’S ADDRESS

EMERGENCY CONTACT’S ADDRESS
Full name: ……………………………………………………………………………..

Street + number: …………………………………………………………………..

Street + number: ……………………………………………………………………

Postal/Zip code: ……….…………………………………………………………..

Postal/Zip code: ……….……………………………………………………………

City: ……….……………………………………………………………………………..

City: ……….……………………………………………………………………………..

Province/State: ……..………………………………………………………………

Province/State: ……..……………………………………………………………..

Country: …….………………………………………………………………………….

Country: …….………………………………………………………………………….

Telephone no – Residential: ………………………………………………….

Telephone no – Residential: …………………………………………………..

Mobile: …………………………………………………………

Mobile: …………………………………………………………

Work: …………………………………………………………..

Work: …………………………………………………………..

E-mail address: ……………………………………………………………………..

E-mail address: ………………………………………………………………………
Relation to applicant: …………………………………………………………….

(If applicable)

UNIVERSITY: ……………………………………………………………………. DEGREE SOUGHT: ………………………………………..…………………………………..
PROGRAM: …………………………………………………………..…………. YEAR OF STUDY: ……………………………………………….………………………………
EXPERIENCE IN ARCHAEOLOGY OR BIOARCHAEOLOGY: (Ex. courses, practical or field experience, volunteering, museum work)

SPECIFIC INTERESTS IN ARCHAEOLOGY OR BIOARCHAEOLOGY:
(Ex. a certain chronological period, geographical area, type of material, culture, theoretical approach, methodology…)

DIETARY REQUIREMENTS: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
MEDICAL CONDITIONS, ALLERGIES OR MEDICATION: (You may discuss this privately with David or Isabelle if you prefer)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

I CONFIRM THAT I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTOOD THE ABOVEMENTIONED INFORMATION CONCERNING RISKS ABOUT
TRAVELLING TO GEORGIA. I UNDERSTAND THAT, ALTHOUGH EVERY PRECAUTION WILL BE MADE TO ASSURE TRAINEES’
SAFETY, SAMSHVILDE ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXPEDITION CANNOT GUARANTEE MY ABSOLUTE SAFETY CONCERNING ISSUES
OUT OF OUR CONTROL. I WILL USE PRECAUTION DURING ALL ACTIVITIES DURING THE SUMMER SCHOOL
I HAVE MADE THE PROJECT DIRECTORS AWARE OF ANY HEALTH OR MEDICAL ISSUE THAT MAY AFFECT MY
PARTICIPATION IN THE SUMMER SCHOOL
I WILL INFORM MYSELF OF ALL NECESSARY TRAVEL DOCUMENTS (PASSPORT, VISA) AND PROCURE THEM BEFORE
TRAVELLING TO GEORGIA
(yyyy-mm-dd)

info@samshvilde.ge

