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The University of Georgia started archaeological study of Samshvilde former set-
tlement in 2012. Cartographic works were conducted at the first stage, the topographic
map was updated and improved and the coordinates of all basic facilities of the former
settlement were marked on the map.

Samshvilde St. George and “Palati” churches were archaeologically studied during
2013-2014 and as a result of the above, the National Agency for Cultural Heritage Pres-
ervation of Georgia carried out restoration of the temples together with the Antiquities
Protection and Salvation Foundation of Georgia.

2015-2016 field season was entirely dedicated to stationary archaeological excava-
tions on Samshvilde citadels and Sioni section. Three archaeological trenches were ex-
cavated in the citadel and two archaeological trenches were excavated on Sioni section.
This research paper serves the goal of bringing the material discovered during these
years into scientific circulation.

The sound cooperation between the National Agency for Cultural Heritage Pres-
ervation of Georgia and the University of Georgia should be accentuated as a result of
which Samshvilde surveys are being successfully conducted.

It should also be mentioned that the University of Georgia is the first and the sole
educational institution in the country which initiated and planned, interdisciplinary
survey of a large scale historical-archaeological complex with its own resources and it
was mainly predetermined by the decision of the Presidents of the University, Prof.
Giuli Alasania and Prof. Manana Sanadze.

In addition, we would like to express particular gratitude to the University Rector,
Mr. Konstantine Topuria for the interest and support permanently provided by him to
Samshvilde archaeological expedition.

Without such coordinated and consistent work it would be impossible to obtain,
process and analyze the archaeological material which is published in this research

paper.

Prof. David Berikashvili

Head of Samshvilde Archaeological Expedition
The University of Georgia
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Archaeological Excavations in Samshvilde
(Materials of the years 2015-2016)

Preamble

Samshvilde former settlement is located in the Central Transcaucasia, in the historic
region of Georgia, Kvemo Kartli. It is located on a natural cape emerging at the conflu-
ence of two rivers and represents a vast medieval complex (pic. 1). The archaeological
expedition of the University of Georgia started its archaeological and interdisciplinary
surveys in 2012 [Berikashvili D., Gabunia T., ... 2012-2016].

The initial topo-cartographic works, aerial photo and video surveys, geophysical
(citadel and Sioni section) [Odilavadze D. 2015], palinological (Samshvilde citadel) [Kva-
vadze El 2016], osteological [Bukhsianidze M. 2016] and anthropological [Bitadze L.
2016] surveys of the monument are conducted by this moment.

Also, the information obtained as a result of archaeological reconnaissance of the
adjacent area of Samshvilde former settlement is also very important. In particular, mega-
lithic structures unknown until now (pic. 2), cave complexes (pic. 3) and former settle-
ments (pic. 4) were discovered [Berikashvili D. 2017].

However, the purpose of this research paper is not to publish results of the above in-
terdisciplinary surveys; Our article only serves the goal of bringing the materials obtained
as a result of archaeological excavations of 2015-2016 into scientific circulation.

Archaeological part

Samshvilde former settlement represents a vast historic-archaeological complex
covered by cultural layers of various epochs. The ancient archaeological material belongs
to the final step of the Stone Age — Neolith [Grigolia G., Berikashvili D. 2017], while the
latest material dates back to the 18-19th centuries {Berikashvili D., Gabunia T\, ...2015].

Accordingly, the scientific objectives of Samshvilde archaeological expedition of the
University of Georgia were initially defined by clarification of specific issues: in particu-
lar, the stratigraphic picture of the main fortification structure of the city — citadel - had
to be defined more precisely and at the same time, the search works of the ancient layers
and the necropolis had to begin.

In 2015-2016 archaeological works on the monument were entirely carried out ac-
cording to this plan. We have significant information about the citadels by the present
time, however, excavations are in the initial phase yet. The material obtained by us in the
eastern part of the former settlement — Sioni section — is also important.

Archaeologi ‘ons in shvil

The citadel is located in the central part of the former settlement, in the narrowest
place of Samshvilde cape and entirely controls the adjacent area (pic. 5-6).
Pavement of the late Middle Ages (pic. 7) was discovered in its central part as a re-
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sult of 2015 archaeological excavations, and premises of the same period were arranged
on this pavement [Berikashvili D., Gabunia T; ... 2015]. It is noteworthy that the above
stone paving was damaged in trench N 69 and the bare cultural layer containing archae-
ological material of the 11-13th centuries was located under it” (pic. 8). Such stratigraphic
situation is explained by the fact that significant construction works were carried out in
Samshvilde citadel in the late Middle Ages, in particular, in 1747-1748, and it seems that
the 14-17th century layers were “cut”, “the fortress was swept”. The chronicler writes
about these events: “Abdulla-Beg Batonishvili took cannons and the weapon arsenal from
Lore Fortress, brought them to Samshvilde Fortress ... Abdulla-Beg Batonishvili came to
Samshvilde Fortress and began to reinforce the fortress ... “ [Orbeliani. 1981. 127]. As it
seems, Abdulla-Beg (Archil Batonishvili who converted to Islam) began to prepare for
the battle against the King Erekle II by reinforcement of Samshvilde Fortress. Accord-
ing to the source, construction of Samshvilde abutments and water reservoirs are also
attributed to Abdulla: “..... constructed two large abutments of Samshvilde, made a large
pool for water on both sides and made water supplies with everything ...” (in the same
place). The war which lasted for two years (1747-1748) and was the last in the history of
Samshvilde, ended by seizure of the fortress by the King Erekle II and the total victory.

Excavation of the cultural layer of the 11-13th centuries discovered in the trench
Ne 69 continued during the 2016 field campaign. It was established that its thickness ex-
ceeds 1 m (pic.9). The remnants of the premises of the same period (premises N° 2) were
observed at the depth of 1.10 cm from the ground surface, as well as “thone” (Georgian
bakery) which was impossible to excavate fully because it spreads under the section of
the ground to be studied (pic. 10). It is noteworthy that remnants of one more damaged
premises (premises Ne 3) were discovered in trench Ne 69 at the depth of 2.20 m (pic. 11),
which also belong to the high Middle Ages, according to archaeological material.

Trench Ne 68 (pic. 12) is located to the west of trench Ne 69. The stratigraphic pic-
ture repeats the above described situation. In particular, the 18th century ruins entirely
cover the cultural layer of the 11-13th centuries (pic. 13) which contains large amount
of the Georgian glazed ceramics. A large glazed bowl (pic. 14-15)® (Berikashvili D. 2017)
assumingly imported from the North Iran was also discovered here together with local
ceramics. It is noteworthy that under the layer of ruins and earthfill, modified basalt
stones and fragment of structure floor plastered with lime were observed at the depth of
1.70 from the ground surface (pic. 16). However, at this stage, it is hard to say what type
of structure remnants we have. They may belong to any structure of the high medieval
period in Samshvilde citadel.

Upon removal of topsoil in trench Ne 60 large ruins of structure also appeared which
stratigraphically overlay the walls of the earlier period (pic. 17). There is an impression
that here we also have alternation of ruins of the late and developed medieval period
which is also proved by archaeological material. It is noteworthy that remnants of the
premises built with brick and destroyed by fire were observed in trench Ne 60 (pic. 18). It

7. Excavations of three trenches Ne60, Ne68, Ne69 are currently conducted in Samshvilde Citadel.

8. Information about parallels of the above bowl was provided to us by the research scientist of the National Mu-
seum of Georgia, the archaeologist J. Chkhvimiani and Doctor of the University of Edinburgh, the archaeologist
Seth Priestman.
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is planned to continue its archaeological excavations in 2017.

Archaeological excavations on Sioni section

Samshvilde Sioni is the oldest among the seven churches of the former settlement
(pic. 19). The date of its construction (759-777) is exactly defined according to the kti-
tor’s inscription preserved on the eastern facade [Yy6uuamsuau H. 1969]. It is assumed
that the temple is built on the place of the oldest church [Sanadze M. 2016. 304] or in
the vicinity of the church about which the chronicler informs us: “The Queen Sagdukht
inquired about the Christianity and adopted the true religion, gave up Zoroastrianism,
was baptized and became a believer and built Sioni of Samshvilde ...” [The Georgian
Chronicles 1955. 142].

Two archaeological trenches - N8 and O17 were cut near the temple (pic. 20) in 2016.
Their study serves the goal of establishment of stratigraphy of this section of the former
settlement. In addition, it had to be specified whether the so-called “square” observed
by the expedition in reconnaissance trenches in 2015 was stretched to the north of Sioni
Temple.

As a result of study of trench N8 (pic. 21) it was established that the above “square”
(40-60 cm thick) (pic. 22) actually spreads to the north of the temple and at the same
time, in certain sections it is directly “adjacent” with the temple. As it is seen from the
present data, Sioni Temple had more or less organized space to the north during its func-
tioning which was possibly considered for large amount of pilgrims.

As a result of excavations it was established that in the high medieval period when
Samshvilde Sioni terminated functioning, premises and structures were arranged on this
place. During study of the trench N8 the expedition observed remnants of one of such
premises whose wall and floor plastering had survived only in fragments, while the
hearth was preserved comparatively better (pic. 23). The reason for damage of the prem-
ises were burial grounds of medieval period which fully “pierced” this territory.

It is noteworthy that some burial grounds are arranged in middens (pic. 24-25) while
some of them are organized at the level of the floor of the premises (pic. 26). In total, six
burial grounds were excavated to the north of Sioni Temple but particularly interesting is
the fact that the remains of the people buried here are dismembered — they have no skull
or some postcranial part. For example, almost all vertebrae of undamaged backbone and
lower extremities of the deceased were observed in the burial ground Ne 4, while other
parts of body were not discovered in the burial ground at all (pic. 27)°.

There was analogous situation in trench O17 which was cut to the north-east of
Sioni Temple. The facts of burying dismembered deceased in burial grounds were con-
firmed here, similar to trench N8 which enhanced out assumption about their assassina-
tion by force. Particularly interesting was the burial ground Ne 2 of the trench O17 where
the trace of a sharp-pointed weapon (sword, spear) in the backbone and beheading of

9. We exclude damage of the above burial grounds during agricultural works, as this place is absolutely inacces-
sible for the tractor or any other machinery. Damage of burial grounds during manual cultivation of land is also
excluded because as already mentioned, unbroken vertebrae of the backbone, rib bones etc. were discovered in

the burial grounds while there were absolutely no fragments of skull.
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the deceased is clearly seen (pic. 28-29). Burial ground Ne 4 was located near the burial
ground Ne 2 where uncommon situation was observed: a human was buried in a sitting
position which is evidenced by the position of his pelvic bones and the lumbar vertebrae,
while the skull was “fallen” near the pelvic bones (pic. 30-31). It is not excluded that this
is the case of punishment of human with extreme brutality - burying alive'.

Naturally, a question arises about what period these burial grounds belong to. To
answer this question, only stratigraphic data, archaeological material and written sources
are available to us at this stage: all burial grounds discovered during excavations in 2016
are “inserted” in 1.0-1.30 m thick cultural layer which contains abundant material of high
medieval period and accordingly, dates back to the 11-13th centuries [Berikashvili D.,
Gabunia T\, ... 2016]. Considering such stratigraphic picture, we consider that the burial
grounds were organized in period after the 13th century. According to the written sourc-
es, particularly destructive invasions in Georgia and namely, in Shida Kartli took place in
the early 15th century and in the first half of the 15th century. In 1403 Tamerlane raided
Kvemo Kartli during the 8th campaign [History of Georgia. 2008. 94-95], however, he
seized Algeti Valley and Birtvisi Fortress. He did not conduct battles in Samshvilde. It is
assumed that the burial grounds discovered on Sioni section of Samshvilde do not belong
to the population slaughtered by Tamerlane.

It is more probable that this burial ground was organized in the mid-15th century
when Samshvilde was seized by the King of Tavriz, the ruler of the Turkmen State of
Kara-Koinlu, Shah Jahan. According to the data provided by the Armenian historian,
Thomas of Metsoph, Shah laid siege upon Samshvilde on March 27, 1440, on the day of
Easter. After the 50-day siege, he made the fortress guards suffering from hunger and
thirst open the city by deceit and after that he punished them as well as peaceful popula-
tion with extreme brutality. ... the city was seized by deceit, thousands of residents were
slaughtered, their property was plundered. Minaret was erected from 1664 cut heads by
the entrance of the city, about ten thousands of people were captured [Thomas of Met-
soph. 1937. 24-26].

Such historic information together with the fact that only 2 skulls were discovered
in the 12 studied burial grounds gives us grounds to assume that this burial ground may
actually be associated with invasion of Shah Jahan.

It should be mentioned that Thomas of Metsoph is contemporary and in some cas-
es, the witness of these events. He is considered to be one of the most reliable sources
of the first half of the 15th century and his information about invasion of Shah Jahan in
Samshvilde, in our opinion, is also confirmed by the burial grounds discovered on Sioni
section in 2016.

10. Various invaders often used this methods of execution in the medieval period. For example, according to
Sharafud-Din Ali Yazdi Tamerlane assassinated several thousand of Armenian captives in the Central Asia using
this method. (Sharafud-Din Ali Yazdi - “Zafar Nama“ (Book of Victory) Bibliotheca Indica. Calcuta 1887-
88).
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Obsidian and stone tool: samples of ceramic of the Bronze Fra from Sioni section

The pieces, flakes of obsidian and the tool discovered in Sioni section, trench N8,
in natural depressions and fractures of the bare basalt rock (pic. 32) belong to absolutely
other context stratigraphically, as well as historically and chronologically. It was men-
tioned above, that the layer of the high medieval period was presented on the basalt rock,
while the strata of the earlier period were not observed here. However, discovery of
pieces and flakes of obsidian, micro nuclus, scraper, cutters, blunt knives and retouched
lamellas suggests that Samshvilde Cape was occupied by humans as early as in the Stone
Age'l.
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Description of Pictures

. Samshvilde promontory. The common view from the East.

. The Megalith structure at the village Dageti.

. The cave complex in the ravine of riv. Chivchavi.

. The ,,Nasoplari” place to the South of Samshvilde.

. Samshvilde citadel. The aerial view.

. Trenches Ne 60, Ne 68, Ne 69 in the Samshvilde citadel. The common view.

. The pavement of 18th century and remains of the room in the trench Ne 69.

The pavement of 18th century and the cultural layer under it. Trench Ne 69.

9. An archaeological section of the high medieval period level. Trench Ne 69.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

The room Ne 2. Trench Ne 69.

The fragments of the room Ne 3. Trench Ne 69.

Trench Ne 68. The common view.

The ruins in the trench Ne 68.

The glazed bowl in the section of the trench Ne 68.

The Glazed bowl from the trench Ne 68. Citadel.

The modified basalt boulders and fragment of lime floor. Trench Ne 68. Citadel.
Trench Ne 60. The common view.

The remains of the rooms in the trench Ne 60.

Samshvilde Sioni church of 8th century. The view from the west.

Sioni archaeological site.

Trench Ns at the Sioni church. The common view.

The fragment of lime terrace in the section of the trench Ns.

The remains of high medieval period room in the trench N8.

The grave Ne 5. The trench Ns.

The remains of the skeleton with the iron armlet. Grave Ne 5.

The graves Ne 1, Ne 2 on the floor of high medieval period room. The trench Ns.
The grave Ne 4. The trench Ns.

The remains of beheaded human in the grave N° 2. The trench O17.

The grave Ne 2. The trench O17.

The grave Ne 4. The remains of the human in the sitting position. The trench O17.
The grave Ne 4. The trench O17.

The basalt bedrock. The trench O17.

28



Tables

Table 1

The fragments of roof tiles and bricks. High and late medieval centuries.

. The fragment of flat roof tile. Samshvilde citadel. Trench Ne 69. Cell Ne 1.

. The fragment of flat roof tile. Samshvilde citadel. Trench Ne 69. Cell Ne 1.

. The fragment of flat roof tile. Samshvilde citadel. Trench Ne 69. Cell Ne 1.

. The fragment of roof tile painted in red. Samshvilde citadel. Trench Ne 69. Cell Ne 2.

. The fragment of brick. Thickness — 5 cm. Samshvilde citadel. Trench Ne 69. Cell Ne 1.

. The fragment of brick. Thickness — 5 cm. Samshvilde citadel. Trench Ne 69. Cell Ne 1.

. The fragments of flat roof tile. Samshvilde citadel. Trench Ne 69. Cell Ne 1.

. The fragment of flat roof tile. Samshvilde citadel. Trench Ne 69. Cell Ne 2.

. The fragment of flat roof tile with mortar trace. Samshvilde citadel. Trench Ne 69.
Cell Ne 1.

10. The fragment of flat roof tile with mortar trace. Samshvilde citadel. Trench Ne 69.

Cell Ne 1.
11. The fragment of roof tile painted in red. Samshvilde citadel. Trench Ne 69. Cell Ne 2.
12. The fragment of flat roof tile. Samshvilde citadel. Trench Ne 69. Cell Ne 1.
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Table 2

. The fragment of glazed bowl with underglaze engraving. XII-XIII cc.
. The fragment of monochrome glazed pottery. XI-XII cc.
. The fragment of glazed pottery with underglaze painting. XI-XIII cc.
. The fragments of gazed bowl with underglaze engraving. XII-XIII cc.
. The fragment of glazed pottery with underglaze engraving and polychromic painting.
XII-XIII cc.
. The fragment of monochrome glazed pottery. XI-XII cc.
. The fragment of glazed pottery with underglaze engraving and polychromic painting.
XII-XIII cc.
8. The fragment of pottery with underglaze engraving and polychromic painting. XII-
XIII cc.
9. The fragment of pottery with underglaze engraving and polychromic painting. XII-
XIII ce.
10. The fragment of pottery with underglaze engraving and polychromic painting. XIII cc.
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Table 3

1. The fragment of pottery with underglaze engraving and painting. XII-XIII cc.
2. The fragment of bowl with underglaze engraving and painting (animal motif ?). XII-
XIIT cc.

3. The fragment of bowl with underglaze engraving and painting. XII-XIII cc.
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9.

. The fragment of bowl with underglaze engraving and painting. XII-XIII cc.
. The fragment of pottery with underglaze engraving. Modified. XII-XIII cc.
. The fragment of monochromic glazed bowl with underglaze white engobe painting.

X-XI cc.

. The fragment of pottery with underglaze engraving and polychromic painting. XII-

XIII cc.
The fragment of pottery with underglaze painting. XI-XIII cc.
The fragment of monochromic glazed pottery. X-XI cc.

10. The fragment of pottery with underglaze painting. XII-XIII cc.
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Table 4

. The fragment of red-painted pottery. Late medieval period.

. The fragment of red-painted pottery. Late medieval period.

. The fragment of red-painted pottery with notched relief strip. Late medieval period.
. The fragment of light-beige pottery. XII-XIII cc.

. The fragment of light-beige pottery. XII-XIII cc.

. The fragment of pottery painted in red and white. XII-XIII cc.

. The fragment of pottery painted in red and white. XII-XIII cc.

. The fragment of thin-side pottery. XI-XIII cc.

. The fragment of thin-side vessel. XI-XII cc.

10. The fragment of light-beige pottery. XI-XIII cc.
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Table 5

. The fragment of twisted glass bracelet. XII-XIII cc.

. The fragment of glass. XI-XIII cc.

. The fragment of glass vessel. XI-XIII cc.

. The fragment of glass vessel. XII-XIII cc.

. The modified fragment of glazed pottery. XI-XII cc.

. The modified ankle of lamb.

. The modified ankle of lamb.

. The fragment of shell-type glazed lamp. XII-XIII cc.

. The fragments of thin-side light-beige vessel. XI-XIII cc.

Table 6

. The fragment of monochromic Glazed pottery. XI-XII cc.

. The fragment of pottery with underglaze engraving and painting. XII-XIII cc.

. The fragment of pottery with underglaze engraving and painting. XII-XIII cc.

. The fragment of monochromic glazed pottery with underglaze engraving. XI-XII cc.
. The fragment of monochromic glazed pottery with underglaze engraving. XI-XII cc.
. The fragment of monochromic glazed pottery with underglaze engraving. XI-XII cc.
. The fragment of pottery with underglaze engraving and painting. XII-XIII cc.
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7.
8.

9

. The fragment of pottery with underglaze engraving and painting. XII-XIII cc.
. The fragment of pottery with underglaze engraving. Modified. X-XI cc.

0. The fragment of pottery with underglaze engraving and painting. XI-XII cc.
1. The fragment of pottery with underglaze engraving and painting. XI-XII cc.

Table 7

. The copper thimble. Before and after conservation. XVIII-XIX cc.

. The detail of copper candlestick. Before and after conservation. XVIII-XIX cc.
. The iron ring. Before and after conservation. XVIII-XIX cc.

. The iron nail. Before and after conservation. XVIII-XIX cc.

Table 8

. The fragment of the pottery with horizontal scratched lines. Late medieval period.

. The fragment of the pottery with wave-type scratched lines. Late medieval period.

. The fragment of the pottery with wave-type scratched lines. Late medieval period.

. The fragment of the red painted pottery with horizontal scratched lines. Late medie
val period.

. The fragment of the pottery with horizontal and wave-type scratched lines. Late
medieval period.

. The fragment of the pottery with scratched lines, wave-type and engraved decor.

Late medieval period.

The fragment of smooth glass bracelet. XI-XIII cc.

The fragment of smooth glass bracelet. XI-XIII cc.

. The fragment of the pottery with white engobe. XI-XIII cc.

10. The fragment of smooth glass bracelet. XI-XIII cc.

1

1. The fragment of smooth glass ring. XI-XIII cc.

12. The fragment of glass. XI-XIII cc.
13. The fragments of glazed pottery. Modified. XI-XII cc.
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Table 9

. The fragment of roof tile. Thickness — 3 cm; Edge — 4.5 cm.

. The fragment of roof tile. Thickness — 3.2 cm; Edge — 4 cm.

. The fragment of roof tile. Thickness — 3 cm; Edge — 4 cm.

. The fragments of roof tile with the trace of mortar. Thickness — 3 cm; Edge — 4 cm.

. The fragments of clay tube.

. The fragment of pottery with underglaze engraving. X-XI cc.

. The fragment of stone vessel (?).

. The fragment of pottery with underglaze engraving and polychromic painting. XI-XII cc.
. The fragment of pottery with underglaze engraving and painting. XI-XII cc.

10. The fragment of pottery with underglaze painting. XI-XII cc.

1

1. The fragment of pottery with underglaze painting. X-XI cc.
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12. The fragment of pottery with underglaze painting. XI-XII cc.
Table 10

1. The bronze handle. Before and after conservation. cc.
2. The iron nail. Before and after conservation. XVII-XVIII cc.
3. The iron sphere. Before and after conservation. XVII-XVIII cc.

Table 11

. The fragment of the pottery painted in red. Late medieval period.
. The fragment of the pottery painted in red. Late medieval period.
. The fragment of the pottery painted in red with horizontal lines. Late medieval period.
. The fragment of the bowl painted in red. Late medieval period.

. The fragments of the pottery painted in red. Late medieval period.
. The fragment of the jug painted in red. Late medieval period.

. The fragment of the pottery painted in red. Late medieval period.
. The lamb ankle. Modified.

9. The fragment of the glazed pottery. Modified. X-XII cc.

10. The fragment of the glazed pottery. Modified. X-XII cc.

11. The lamb ankle. Modified.

12. The fragment of the glazed pottery. Modified. X-XII cc.
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Table 12

. The fragments of glass vessel. XVIII-XIX cc.

. The fragments of glass vessel. XVIII-XIX cc.

. The fragment of twisted glass bracelet. XII-XIII cc.
. The fragment of twisted glass bracelet. XII-XIII cc.
. The fragment of glass. XVIII-XIX cc.

. The fragment of smooth glass bracelet. XI-XII cc.

. The fragments of glass vessel. XVIII-XIX cc.

. The fragments of glass. XII-XIII cc.

9. The glass bead. XI-XIII cc.

10. The glass bead. XI-XIII cc.

11. The fragment of glass. XII-XIII cc.

0NNV WN

Table 13

1. The fragment of the pottery with glaze trace. XI-XII cc.

2. The fragment of the faience. Gilded, painted with cobalt. XII-XIII cc.
3. The fragment of the pottery with underglaze painting. XII-XTII cc.

4. The fragment of the monochromic glazed pottery.

5. The fragment of the glazed jar. XII-XIII cc.

32



6. The fragment of the glazed pottery. Modified. XII-XIII cc.

7. The fragment of the faience. Painted with cobalt. XVII-XVIII cc.

8. The fragment of monochromic glazed pottery. XI-XIII cc.

9. The fragment of glazed tile. XVI-XVII cc.

10. The fragment of the glazed pottery. (Bizantinian import?) XII-XIII cc.

11. The fragment of the bowl with underglaze engraving. XI-XII cc.

12. The fragment of the bowl with underglaze engraving. XI-XII cc.

13. The fragment of glazed pottery. XII-XIII cc.

14. The fragment of monochromic pottery with underglaze painting. XI-XII cc.

Table 14

. The fragment of stone hand mill with flat surface.

. The fragment of modified stone.

. The fragments of glass. XII-XIII cc.

. The flint hammer for fire gun. Late medieval period.

. The fragments of glass. XII-XIII cc.

. The fragment of stone hand mill with flat surface and zigzag motif.
. The fragment of beige drinking vessel with handle. XII-XIII cc.

. The fragment of glass vessel. XII-XIII cc.

. The fragment of hand mill.

10. The fragments of glass. XII-XIII cc.
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Table 15

. The fragment of flat roof tile. Samshvilde citadel. Trench Ne 60. Cell Ne 1.

. The fragment of flat roof tile. Samshvilde citadel. Trench Ne 60. Cell Ne 1.

. The fragment of flat roof tile. Samshvilde citadel. Trench Ne 60. Cell Ne 1.

. The fragment of flat roof tile. Samshvilde citadel. Trench Ne 60. Cell Ne 1.

. The fragment of flat roof tile. Samshvilde citadel. Trench Ne 60. Cell Ne 1.

. The fragment of flat roof tile. Samshvilde citadel. Trench Ne 60. Cell Ne 1.

. The fragments of pottery with horizontal scratched lines. XVII-XVIII cc.

. The fragments of the pottery painted in red. XVI-XVII cc.

. The fragment of the potter with engraved and horizontal scratched lines. XVI-XVII cc.
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Table 16

. The fragment of the glazed tile. XVI-XVII cc.

. The fragment of the pottery with underglaze painting. XII-XIII cc.

. The fragment of glazed bowl with voilet spots. XI-XII cc.

. The fragment of monochromic pottery with underglaze painting. XI-XII cc.
. The fragment of pottery with underglaze painting. XII-XIII cc.

. The fragment of monochromic glazed pottery. XII-XIII cc.

. The fragment of monochromic pottery with underglaze painting. X-XI cc.
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9.

The fragment of monochromic pottery with underglaze engraving. XI-XII cc.
The fragment of monochromic pottery with underglaze engraving and painting. XIII c.

10. The fragment of pottery with underglaze engraving and polychromic painting. XII-XIII cc.
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12
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

. The fragment of pottery with underglaze engraving and polychromic painting. XIII cc.
. The fragment of monochromic glazed pottery. X-XI cc.

Table 17

. The four faceted iron arrowhead. Before and after conservation. XII-XVII cc.
. The four faceted iron arrowhead. Before and after conservation. XII-XVII cc.
. The iron knife (7). Before and after conservation.

. The iron knife. Before and after conservation.

. The modified glazed fragment. XII-XIII cc.

. The modified glazed fragment. XII-XIII cc.

. The modified pottery fragment with black surface.

. The modified glazed fragment. XII-XIII cc.

. The lamb ankle. Modified.

Table 18

. The fragment of the pottery with underglaze engraving. XI-XII cc.

. The fragment of monochromic glazed pottery. XI-XII cc.

. The fragment of monochromic pottery with underglaze painting. X-XI cc.

. The fragment of the pottery with underglaze engraving and painting. XII-XIII cc.
. The fragment of the pottery with polychromic painting. XII-XIII cc.

. The fragment of the monochromic glazed pottery. XII-XIII cc.

. The fragment of the pottery with underglaze engraving and painting. XII-XIII cc.
. The fragment of the pottery with underglaze engraving and painting. XII-XIII cc.
. The fragment of the pottery with underglaze engraving and painting. XII-XIII cc.

. The fragment of the faience. XVII-XVIII cc.

. The fragment of the monochromic glazed pottery. XII-XIII cc.

The fragment of the pottery with underglaze painting. XII-XIII cc.

. The fragment of monochromic glazed pottery. XII-XIII cc.

. The fragment of faience. XVII-XVIII cc.

. The fragment of faience. (Iranian import?) XII-XIII cc.

. The fragment of the pottery with underglaze engraving and painting. XII-XIII cc.
. The fragment of the pottery with underglaze painting. XII-XIII cc.

Table 19

The bottom of glass vessel. XI-XIII cc.

The fragment of twisted glass bracelet. XII-XIII cc.

The amber.

The fragment of glass bracelet. XII-XIII cc.

The clay artefact with incised and relief decors. Trench N8 . The grave Ne 2.
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6. The fragment of the twisted glass bracelet. XII-XIII cc.

7. The lamp. XII-XIII cc.

8. The modified glass fragment. XII-XIII cc.

9. The clay pot with horizontal scratched lines. XII-XIII cc.

10. The zoomorphic handle of the clay pot. Late Bronze Age.

11. The clay pot with horizontal and wave type scratched lines. XII-XIII cc.
12. The slingshot stone.

13. The slingshot stone.

Table 20

1. The fragments of obsidian. Sioni district. Neolithic Age.
2. The fragments of obsidian. Sioni district. Neolithic Age.

Table 21

1. The scrapers. Sioni district. Neolithic Age.
2. The scraper. Sioni district. Neolithic Age.

Table 22

. The Neolithic scraper. Sioni district. Samshvilde.

. The Neolithic point. Sioni district. Samshvilde.

. The Neolithic scraper. Sioni district. Samshvilde.

. The Neolithic flint knife. Sioni district. Samshvilde.
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Table 23

1. The Neolithic side-scraper. Sioni district. Samshvilde.

2. The Neolithic lamella covered with creeping retouch. Sioni district. Samshvilde.
3. The Neolithic obsidian edge knife. Sioni district. Samshvilde.

4. The notched flint knife. Neolithic. Sionis district. Samshvilde.

5. The notched flint knife with ,,beak.” Neolithic. Sioni district. Samshvilde.

6. The fragment of retouched lamella. Neolithic. Sioni district. Samshvilde.

7. The fragment of retouched lamella. Neolithic. Sioni district. Samshvilde.

8. The arrowhead. Neolithic. Sioni district. Samshvilde.

9. The fragment of stone hand mill. Neolithic. Sioni district. Samshvilde.

10. The fragment of stone hand mill. Neolithic. Sioni district. Samshvilde.

Table 24

1. The fragment of modified glazed pottery. XII-XIII cc.

2. The fragment of the pottery with underglaze engraving and polychromic painting.
XII-XIII cc.
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3. The fragment of faience. XVII-XVIII cc.

4. The fragment of pottery with underglaze painting. XI-XII cc.

5. The modified fragment of red painted pottery.

6. The modified fragment of pottery.

7. The modified fragment of pottery.

8. The bronze needle.

9. The empty copper button. Sioni district. Trench O17. The grave Ne 2
10. The fragment of cladding. Copper.

11. The bronze ring with glass gem. Sioni district. Trench O17. The grave Ne 2
12. The fragment of the iron knife.

13. The iron lock. Detail.

Table 25
1-9. The fragments of glazed pottery from Samshvilde excavatons in 2015-2016.
Table 26

1-6. The fragments with scratched and engraved decors.
7-11. The fragments of light-beige pottery.

Table 27

1-11. The fragments of modified pottery.
12. The glass bead.

13. The fragment of glazed pottery.

14. The fragment of glass bracelet.

15. The glass button.

16. The flint hammer for fire gun.

17-20. The fragments of glass bracelet.
21. The fragment of glass vessel.

Table 28

1-4. The fragments of glazed pottery.
5-9. the fragmens of glass bracelets.
10. The glazed lamp.

11. The fragment of glazed pottery.
12. Zoomorphic handel of the jug.
13. The fragment of glass vassel.
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Table 29
1-2. The samples of pots with scratched and reliefic decors.
Table 30

1. The light-beige jug with scratched and polished lines.

Table 31

1. The fragment of hand-mill.

2. The fragment of etched stone. Architectural detail (?).

3. The clay arthefact with scratched, relief and engraved decors.
4. The lamp.

Table 32
1. The fragment of clay water pipe.
2-3. The fragments of fired bricks.
4-5. The fragments of roof-tiles.

Table 33

1-3. The samples of flat roof-tiles.
4. The fragment of red painted roof-tile.

Table 34
1-3. the fragments of stone hand-mill.

Table 35

1. Presumably reconstruction of the stone hand-mill.
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