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AN INTERESTING DISCOVERY

FR

S

DAVID BERIKASHVILI

former settlement of Sam-
; e;hvilde is located in central
Transcaucasia, Georgia (Tetrit-

skaro Municipality) 69 km southwest of Tbilisi
(Tab:1): It was located on a natural promontory
between the Ktsia-Khrami and Chivchava Riv-
ers, which was a very advantageous location
for the political-econemic development of the
town (Tab.2).

During the 2015 field archaeological season
of the University of Georgia ; a well-preserved
glazed bowl was discovered in the eastern
area of the former settlement, in the citadel.
No similar bowl had ever been found among
objects of the high Medieval period in Geor-
gia. This discovery was made in Trench No. 68,
southeast of the Samshvilde baths of the Late
Medieval period (Tab.3).

The item was discovered in‘the fifth context of
the trench which is:an immovable cultural layer
(Tab.4). It was:icovered by ruins (contextNo. 3)
which encompassed nearly the entire trench.
As a resuilt of excavations it was established
that these ruins are remnants of a structure lo-

- cated in this section of the citadel during the fi-

nal stages of the fortress’ occupation. The bowl
is nearly entirely preserved (H — 8 cm; mouth
D~ 22 cm; bottom D —9.5 cm) (Tab.5-6). It was
made by a machine-tool of levigated pinkish
clay. The "ketsi" is thin (4-5 mm), the mouth
wide and open, with a slightly visible lace . It
is glazed outside nearly to the bottom. The flat
bottom ends with a weakly grooved heel and

the bowl is decorated by yellowish, violet and
greenish paints flowing from the mouth to the
center. The mouth of the bowl is also:decorated
with violet "moles". A stylized plant is‘depicted

'on the protruding bottom with. paints of the

same color, then the bowl was treated with a
transparent glaze.

There is no analogue of the Samshvilde bowl in
the glazed ceramics of the medieval period of
Georgia (Tab.7,8,9). There is a certain typologi-
cal resemblance with the Samshvilde bowl in a
glazed bowl from Anisi, found in'the Armenian
historic-ethnographic museum; however, the
latteris also considered to be an imported item
(Tab.9).

The Samshvilde bowl resembles objects found
in the second group a defined by Wilkinson
(Tab10) by its form (flat bottom with slightly
grooved heel, widely open sides, relief hillock
in the center); its parameters (bottom diameter
9.5 cm; mouth diameter 22 cm; height 8 cm);
the decoration (glazed paints dropping ‘to
the center, decoration of the bowl center and
mouth with dotty spots); and its glazing tech-
nique (entirely glazed internal face, half glazed
sidenearly to the bottom). However, its quality
is significantly less than the originals in terms of
decoration and production, thus we believe it
is an imitation of the LateNishaburi Period, in
the 12th or early 13th century:and produced in
acenter of ceramic production in northern Iran
(Rey, Tabriz ?) then imported to Georgia from
there.
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